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Valley of Tampa, Orient of Florida

278th Reunion November 3 and 10, 2012
Ill. C. Frederick Kleinknecht, Jr. , 33° - Memorial Class

Officers of the Bodies and Distinguished Brothers Front -Left:  C. Donald Prosser, 33° -  Director of Work; Richard J. Whalen, Sr., 33° -
Treasurer; Louie A. King, 33°; Ronald P. Lupien, 32° KCCH - Venerable Master; Louis E. Nelsen, 32° KCCH - Wise Master; Kenneth A.

Warner, 32° KCCH - Master of Kadosh; Russell B. Glendinning, 33° - Personal Representative; Dale I. Goehrig, 33°, SGIG;
Second Row - Left:  Louis H Ortt, 33° - Chairman, Class Room Director; James D. Bockover, 33°; Far Right - Kenneth D. Balsley, 33°;

Dean R. Alban, 33°; Third Row - Left:  Edward McCullins, 33°, Personal Representative , Ft Myers; David Hilleva, 33°;
Far Right - John M. Bankhead Jr., 33°; Richard S. Agster, 33°; Top Row - Left:  John E.  Drewett, 33° - General Secretary;

Glenn G. Banks, 33°; Donald Smith, 33°; Far Right - Donald T. Harriott, 33°

Class Members
Charles R. Allphin; David H. Anderson; John A. Baldwin; Luiz A. Bisacchi; Casey L. Cane; James K. Cooksey Jr.;

Henry A. Echezabal Jr.; Steven R. Fortier; Christopher A. Gayle; Travis R. Hughes II; Jerry D. Ireland; Adren K. Kela;
George R. Lichner; Todd H Lyons; Robert J. Martin; Mark B. Maxey; Jeffrey A. McConkey; Carl E. Nicks III; Robert E. Patrick;

Jorge L. Salva; George E. Stewart; William M. Willis III; Nicholas Wojciechowski
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Personal Representative
by Ill. Russell B. Glendinning, 33°

Brethren: HAPPY NEW YEAR! Yes
2013 is here. While 2012 had its chal-
lenges, your Scottish Rite came through
them as well, if not better, than expected.
To begin the year, we do have our normal
change in presiding officers for the four
coordinate bodies and the several organi-
zations that meet during the year. One
leadership change this year that is not a

yearly change is in the position of Valley Treasurer. Ill∴ Richard J.
Whalen, Sr., 33° is retiring after many years of service to the Valley.
We truly thank him for his work and efforts on behalf of Scottish Rite
Freemasonry and the many hours he spent keeping our financial
records in order. Ill∴ Dale Goehrig, 33°, SGIG has appointed Brother
Michael R. Pender, Jr., 32° Treasurer. Mike is a CPA in Sarasota and
has done extensive work with non-profit organizations. We look
forward to him joining the Executive Committee and working with us
for years to come.

 To begin the year, congratulations are in order to those who have
been elected to serve the Valley of Tampa in 2013. Of course, I am
talking about our new Master of Kadosh, Brother Barry D. Hart, 33°,
Commander of Kadosh, Brother James J. T. Blum, 32° KCCH, Wise
Master, Brother Fred F. Ciampi, 32° and Venerable Master, Brother
William B. Garrett, Jr., 32°. These four brothers along with the other
members of the Executive Committee will be working hard during the
year to provide the leadership and new ideas that will make us success-
ful this year. For these programs to be successful, we will need the
support of as many of our members as possible.

 Many brothers worked hard in 2012 for the benefit of the Valley. A
special thanks go out to our outgoing heads of the Bodies, Brother
Ron Lupien, 32° KCCH, Louie Nelsen, 32° KCCH, Brother Ken
Scott, 32° and Brother Ken Warner, 32° KCCH for everything that
they did in 2012. I would also like to thank Brothers Billy Garrett,
Jr., 32° and Ill∴ W. Bruce Steube, 33° for their years of service on
the Executive Committee. Brethren, your work and efforts are greatly
appreciated by all the members of the Valley. All of our Committee
Chairmen and their committees spent many hours this year getting
ready for our Reunions, Flag Day, our monthly meetings and our
efforts on behalf of the Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida. Brethren,
THANK YOU for all that you have done this past year.

 In closing, brethren I ask again that you do what you can for your
Scottish Rite in 2013, that may be attending Consistory meetings, Club
meetings, volunteering your time for projects that need to be accom-
plished or encouraging your Blue Lodge brethren who are not mem-
bers of the Scottish Rite to take that next step in Freemasonry. As
always, ideas and suggestions are always welcomed and encouraged. 
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General
Secretary
by Ill. John E.
Drewett, 33°

Do you play an
instrument? Are you and
fellow Brothers a part of
a band? Have friends
complimented you on
your singing voice?

Celebrating the Craft is look for YOU!
Scottish Rite Has Talent is a contest in which they
will judge video entries of musical talent and ulti-
mately choose only TWELVE to perform LIVE
during the 2013 Celebrating the Craft.

Musical Performers, whether an individual or a
group, from Orients all over the Scottish Rite, South-
ern Jurisdiction, are invited to submit videos no longer
than five minutes in length to be entered into this contest.

From each Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction
Orient, they will choose one submission as a semi-
finalist.  These semi-finalists then will be identified
during the 2013 Celebrating the Craft and announced
in The Scottish Rite Journal and on their Website.

Of the semi-finalists, TWELVE will be chosen
as winners.  These twelve winners will be invited to
perform LIVE during the May 18, 2013 Celebrating
the Craft.

**Winners will be responsible for their transpor-
tation to Washington, D.C. The Celebrating the
Craft will provide lodging and meals through the
dates May 17-19, 2013.**

Instructions for Submission:
1. Record talent in a 5-minute maximum length video.
2. Clearly state the name of the talent and their

Orient at the beginning of the video.
3. Visit the Video Entry page and follow submission

instructions.
4. The deadline is February 28, 2013, 11:59 pm EST.
5. Questions?  Email videos@scottishrite.org or

call (202) 777-3196.

Musical Performance:
1. Within musical groups, at least HALF of all

performers must be Scottish Rite, SJ, members.
2. Members must be in good standing with the

Scottish Rite, SJ.

3. All video content must be appropriate and
consistent with Scottish Rite values.

4. Videos must be submitted by the deadline,
February 28, 2013, 11:59 pm EST.

5. When video is uploaded to hhtps://dropbox.you
sendit.com.com/2013WebEvent, the

     subject heading must be "Scottish Rite Has Talent."
6. After the video is uploaded, the message box

must include the following information: Name of
Talent(s) Member; Orient of Origin; Primary
Contact's Name, address, email, and number.

Semi-finalist and Winner Notification:
1. The 40 semi-finalists chosen from each Orient

will be notified by March 7, 2013.
2. The 12 winners of the contest will be notified by

March 14, 2013.

Winners:
1. The 12 winners should expect contact from the

House of the Temple regarding a more detailed
itinerary for the dates of May 17 - 19, 2013.

2. The 12 winners will be responsible for their tran-
sportation to Washington, D.C.; arrive on Friday,
May 17 and return home Sunday, May 19, 2013.

3. Lodging and meals will be provided for the
winners during these dates.

4. Rehearsals for the 2013 Celebrating the Craft will
be held off-site on May 17.

5. There will be Scottish Rite Has Talent backup for
those requiring accompaniment.

6. Amps, keyboards, and drums will be provided.
7. Guitars and other handheld instruments may be

brought on-site.
8. A media release form will be sent to the 12

winners prior to the 2013 Celebrating the Craft. 

From The General Secretary

We extend a hearty welcome and a warm hand of
fellowship to those Masters of the Royal Secret who
has joined us by Affiliation since publication of our last
bulletin. Scottish Rite Freemasonry welcomes all its
members and visitors within its portal—visit us as
often as time permits, we guarantee good fellowship,
new friends and an opportunity to work with us for the
benefit of Freemasonry and Scottish Rite in particular.

Affiliation
Lowell T. Craze, 32°
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Support your Scottish Rite Club

Scottish Rite Clubs

Lake Region Scottish Rite Club
3rd Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.

in April, May, September and November.
(dark June, July and August)

Lakeland Lodge No. 91
505 N Mass. Avenue, Lakeland, FL

North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
2nd Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.

Reservations preferred, phone (727) 460-1824
Kally-K’s Steakery Fishery

1600 Main Street, Dunedin, FL

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
1st Friday, 11:00 a.m.

Perkins Family Restaurant
8841 Park Blvd., N, Largo, FL

Information & Reservations (727) 577-5923

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
2nd Friday, 11:30 a.m. in odd numbered months

(dark July)
Sahib Shrine

600 N. Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL
or

1st Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. in even numbered months
(dark December)

Scottish Rite Club Building
240 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
3rd Monday, 11:30 a.m.

(dark June, July, August and September)
Freedom Plaza Club
Sun City Center, FL

Deadline for March/April Bulletin
February   4 - Contributor deadline
February 13 - Office contributor deadline
February 15 - Transmit print file to our printer

2013 Valley Officers

Tampa Consistory
Master of Kadosh ........................ Barry D. Hart, 33°
Prior .............................. Brian H. Manne, 32° KCCH
Preceptor .............................. Brian D. Campbell, 32°
Chancellor ........................Norman F. Newcomb, 32°
Minister of State ................ Joseph A. Gonzalez, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies .. Christopher H. Schlenker, 32°
Expert .................... G. David Walters, II, 32° KCCH
Asst. Expert .......................... Delmer D. Tanner, 32°
Capt. Of the Guard ................... W. Allen Sorbie, 32°

Tampa Council of Kadosh
Commander .................James J. T. Blum, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander ...... Lynn C. Raposa, 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander . Richard C. Hollie, Sr., 32° KCCH
Chancellor .......................... Benjamin J. Raposa, 32°
Orator .....................................Casey A. Fletcher ,32°
Marshal of Ceremonies . L. Edward Villiaume, III, 32°
Turcopilier .................... Carl E. Gilmore, 32° KCCH
Draper ........................................ David T. Agster, 32°
First Deacon .......................... Richard S. Cowan, 32°
Second Deacon .......................... Stephan Korda, 32°
Bearer of Beausant .................. Richard A. Vogt, 32°
Bearer White Standard .............. Paul D. Barber, 32°
Bearer Black Stand .............. Timothy A. Pelaez, 32°
Lt. of the Guard ....................... John A. Baldwin, 32°

Tampa Chapter of Rose Croix
Wise Master ............................... Fred F. Ciampi, 32°
Senior Warden ............ William F. Wyllie, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden ...... Stephen B. Jacobson, 32° KCCH
Orator ............................. James W. Ford, 32° KCCH
Master of Ceremoies ....................... F. E. Street, 32°
Expert ..................................Herbert H. Atwood, 32°
Asst. Expert .............................Steven J. Silvers, 32°
Standard Bearer ........ Robert D. Davidson, 32°KCCH

Tampa Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master ........... William B. Garrett, Jr., 32°
Senior Warden .......... George D. Hernandez, Sr., 32°
Junior Warden .................. Dwight N. Ridgeway, 32°
Orator ................................. Leonard J. A. Smith, 32°
Master of Ceremonies ...... Arthur J. Ahrens, III, 32°
Expert .....................................Robert L. Phillips, 32°
Asst. Expert ........................Charles C. Osborne, 32°
Captain of the Host...........William P. Sundquist, 32°
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For the Four Coordinate Bodies
General Secretary ............ Ill∴ John E. Drewett, 33°
Treasurer .............................. Michael R. Pender, 32°
Almoner ........................ Coleman L. Hill, 32° KCCH
Prelate ................................... Ill∴ Louis H. Ortt, 33°
Tiler ......................................... Andres L. Morin, 32°
Associate Tiler ...................  Stephen C. Murphy, 32°

Our 2013 Master of
Kadosh, Barry D. Hart, 33°
is a Floridian by birth,
having been born in
Pensacola, FL in 1954
and was raised in south
Georgia. He graduated
from Georgia Southern University with a B.S.
Degree in Anthropology-Sociology and attended
Graduate School at the University of Florida, study-
ing Archeology. He moved to Sarasota permanently
in 1985, where he followed in his father's footsteps
being Raised in Sarasota Lodge No. 147 on April 12,
1988. Our Master of Kadosh has three children and
is married to his wife, Barbara. He is the president
of Hart & Hart Financial Services, Inc. and has been
an agent and registered representative with New
York Life since 1986.

 Ill∴ Hart became a Master of the Royal Secret
in the Valley of Tampa in November 1988. Soon
after becoming a Scottish Rite mason, Barry began
working with several of our Degree teams. He

Barry D.
Hart, 33°

Master of Kadosh

Brother James Blum,
32° KCCH was elected
to serve the Tampa
Council of Kadosh as its
Commander for the year
2013. Brother Blum is a
member of John Darling Lodge No. 154 and served
as Worshipful Master in 2002 and 2011. Born on the
4th of July in Arlington, VA, Jim graduated from
Penn State in 1982.

Along with his membership in John Darling
Lodge, our new Commander became a Master of the
Royal Secret in the Valley of Tampa in May 1996

James J.  T.
Blum, 32° KCCH

Commander
of the Council

... continued on page 7

... continued on page 7

Coleman L.
Hill, 32° KCCH

Almoner
Every time I pray, I think of the old fellow who

always prayed, 'Lord, prop us up on our leanin' side.
'After hearing him pray that prayer many times, some-
one asked him why he prayed that prayer so fervently.

He answered, 'Well sir, you see, it's like this...  I
got an old barn out back. It's been there a long time;
it's withstood a lot of weather; it's gone through a
lot of storms, and it's stood for many years. It's still
standing. But one day I noticed it was leaning to one
side a bit. So I went and got some pine poles and
propped it up on its leaning side so it wouldn't fall.
Then I got to thinking about that and how much I
was like that old barn.

I've been around a long time. I've withstood a lot
of life's storms. I've withstood a lot of bad weather
in life, I've withstood a lot of hard times, and I'm
still standing too. But I find myself leaning to one
side from time to time, so I like to ask the Lord to
prop me up on my leaning side, 'cause I figure a lot
of us get to leaning at times.

Sometimes we get to leaning toward anger, leaning
toward pettiness, leaning toward lies, leaning toward
gossip, leaning toward bitterness, leaning toward
hatred, leaning toward cussing, leaning toward a lot
of things that we shouldn't. So we need to pray,
'Lord, prop us up on our leanin' side, so we will stand
straight and tall again, to glorify the Lord.''

The Almoner's Fund is much like the leaning barn.
Sometimes we need propping up so that we can
continue the purpose for which we were created and
named-service to our fellow man. Circumstances often
make our fellow man like the barn; at such times, the
Almoner's Fund becomes the pine pole. The pole,
however, is only strong enough for the job as long as
there is someone to put it in place. Let's work together
to make sure the barn never falls in our community. 
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Director
of  Work

by Ill. C. Donald Prosser, 33°

 For most of us, the Holy
Days have been celebrated
and I hope that you have
thanked your God for the
gifts he has blessed you
with. We certainly need to
take into our daily prayers
those who are sick and the

Supreme Architect’s hand over them. We should never
forget our men and women serving our country, far away
from home and in danger’s way, representing America.
Most of all though, we need to thank the Grand Architect
of The Universe for our families and how he has blessed
them and watched over them in our daily lives.

We had a wonderful 278th Reunion, and again I
wish to thank all the Brethren who worked so hard to
confer the degrees, assemble the stage settings, kept
the sound workable, and all the big and small details it
takes to have a successful and meaningful Reunion. I
especially would like to thank Mrs. Trish Warhul who
was always there to help all of the Brethren anytime
they asked.

Finally I am placing in this issue the degrees that
have not been conferred for over 10 years. I was asked
to “pick out” one for several Brothers to renew. I have
decided to let you take your pick, first come first picked.
I am giving the Degree number and name. Spring or
Fall, old Degree time required, and number of old cast
members needed.

 Spring: 16° - one hr. - cast 10
23° - one hr. - cast 7
26° - one hr. - cast 6

Fall: 8° - one hr. - cast 5
19° - one hr. cast 14
25° 45 min. - cast 5

We will be using the new and revised Ritual for all
of these Degrees. Our Secretary, Ill. John Drewett, has
each of them on disc. Most of the revised Degrees, are
much shorter, require fewer cast speaking parts, and
less time to confer. I would like to have a proposed
cast member contact me by email of the degree you
have chosen, after you have confirmed the chosen
degree with Ill. John. After you have examined your
chosen degree, you will need to form a cast, set up
practice places and times, and send myself, Ill. Rusty,

Coming Masonic Events

Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may attend
the Executive Committee Meetings. The Executive
Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m., dinner is
6:00 p.m. and regular meetings at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. Visit the Valley of Tampa Website for
the latest information on meetings and events.

January 14, 2013:
Executive Committee Meeting,
Dinner and Public Installation of Officers.

February 11, 2013:
Executive Committee Meeting,
Dinner and Regular Meeting. 

and the office a cast list. I am available to give you any
assistance and or advice that you require. My home
phone is (813) 932-1216, cell (813) 610-4044. E-mail:
pro060157@aol.com. 

Valley of  Tampa History
by Ill. C. Donald Prosser, 33°

We began a change this year, 1912, for all Scottish
Rite Bodies by holding only one meeting night for all
Bodies. Previously each body had met on separate
nights. One change to come in the future was all bodies
election of officers, as they continued to be held
separately, this due to Supreme Council rules. During
the first meeting of the year held on January 1, 1912,
Ill. Olin S. Wright 33°, Deputy of the Supreme Council
for Florida, resigned as Master of Kadosh and Brother
George P. Sullivan was then elected Master of Kadosh.
Membership for the year began with the report to the
Supreme Council as follows; Lodge of Perfection 155
Brothers, Chapter of Rose Croix 253 Brothers, Pre-
ceptory 244 Brothers, and Consistory 242 Brothers.

During the September 9, 1912, meeting, after approval
of the Executive Committee, a motion was made and
approved allowing a Brother to purchase a Life Member-
ship for $25 in each body for a total of $100, provided he
was in good standing at the time of purchase.

On the international scene on April 15, 1912, the
unsinkable, largest ship in the world, Titanic, sank on
its maiden voyage, after striking an iceberg and sank
with 1,500 passengers, who were unable to escape and
save themselves, due to a lack of life boats. Among the
passengers was Brother John Jacob Astor. 
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Prelate
by Ill. Lou Ortt, 33°

As we are taught in our
Masonic Bodies never to
begin a new or important
undertaking without first
invoking the aid of our
Heavenly Father, let us
now, as we begin our New
Year, ask for his blessing
and guidance so that all
our thoughts, actions and labors may meet with his
approval throughout 2013 and forever more.

This is a paraphrase of a prayer written by
Samuel Johnson hundreds of years ago. "Almighty
and most merciful Father, who has brought me to
the beginning of another year, grant me so to re-
member your gifts, and so to acknowledge your
goodness, as that every year and day which you shall
yet grant me, may be employed in the amendment of
my life, and in the diligent discharge of such duties
as your Providence shall allot me. Grant me, by your
Grace, to know and do what you require. Give me
good desires, and remove those impediments which
may hinder them from effect. Forgive me my sins,
negligence, and ignorance, and when at last your call
me to another life, receive me to everlasting happi-
ness. Amen. 

Scottish Rite Calendar

Have you checked out the Scottish Rite calendar on
the website (www.srtampa.org)? We have listed all of
the known events that will be taking place at your
Scottish Rite in 2013 along with the meeting dates,
times and places of our Scottish Rite Clubs. As new
events are planned, the calendar will be updated to
keep you informed so you may want to check back
often. 

Annual Installation of Officers

On January 14, 2013, we will install the officers
who will lead the Valley of Tampa in the new year.
Along with the officers of the four coordinate bodies,
we will also install the officers of the Knights of St.
Andrew, KCCH Organization, Past Masters Associa-
tion, Scottish Rite Guard and our Scottish Rite Clubs.

The installation is open to all members, their fami-
lies and friends and will begin at 7:30 p.m. Prior to the
installation, dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. (cost is
$9 per person). Mark your calendars to be there and
please notify the Scottish Rite Office if you are plan-
ning to have dinner with us. 

...continued from Page 5 – James J.  T. Blum, 32° KCCH

...continued from Page 5 – Barry D. Hart, 33°

currently is the Degree Master of the 5th, 20th and
28th Degree teams and is the Assistant Degree
Master of the 12th Degree. In addition to having
parts in those degrees, he is also an active partici-
pant in the 14th, 21st and 30th Degree teams.
Brother Hart was elevated to the rank and dignity of
a Knight Commander of the Court of Honor on
October 4, 1999 and coroneted a Thirty-third Scot-
tish Rite Mason on November 17, 2007

 While active in the Scottish Rite, Barry is a Past
Master and Secretary of Venice Lodge No. 301 and
a member of Sarasota Chapter No. 35, RAM, Venice
Council No. 41, R&SM, Trinity Commandery No. 16,
K.T. and Sahib Shriners. On May 28, 2012 he was
installed as the District Deputy Grand Master of the
27th Masonic District representing M∴W∴ Jorge
Aladro, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Florida. 

where he is a member of the 11th and 22nd Degree
teams. Brother Blum was elevated to the rank and
dignity of a Knight Commander of the Court of
Honor on November 3, 2007. Many times at Valley
functions, you will find Brother Jim behind the
counter at the Emblem Shop working to raise money
for the Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida.

 An active member of the York Rite bodies of
Tampa, he is a Past Eminent Commander of Ivanhoe
Commandery No. 8. In Craft Masonry, he has been
District Chairman of several committees, has com-
pleted the Master Mason Exam I, II, and III (twice)
and is a holder of the Blue Proficiency Card from
the Grand Lodge of Florida. 
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In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the
bar, when I put out to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and
foam, when that which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and
evening bell, and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I
embark; for tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope
to see my Pilot face to face when I have crossed the bar.”  — Tennyson

William W. Bargdill, 32°
October 5, 2012

Ernest W. Bowsher, 32°
December 5, 2012

James H. Donahoe, 32°
October 24, 2012

Arnold L. Fielden, 32°
October 21, 2012

Richard F. Hicks, 32°
September 21, 2012

Robert L. Hissong, 32°
September 21, 2012

Mark C. Hollis, 33°
December 7, 2012

Raymond K. Hutcheson, 32°
October 24, 2012

Donald J. James, 32°
May 5, 2012

Allen Lewis Sr., 32°
October 11, 2012

Earot E. Mathis, 32°
November 16, 2012

James E. Mc Clelland, 32°
February 19, 2012
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Frank Rosado Jr., 32°
November 5, 2012

Melvin T. Schnoor, 32°
October 1, 2012

Verl M. Shearer, 33°
October 7, 2012

Ralph D. Smith, 32°
October 7, 2012

George J. Walkinshaw, 32°
November 12, 2012

Walter M. Webb, 32°
November 21, 2012
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