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The Valley of  Tampa cordially invites you to attend the
3rd Annual Feast of Kadosh

Saturday, March 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.

The evening’s events will include:
A delicious plated dinner with a salad, entrée and dessert

Entree selections are your choice of Prime Rib or Chicken Piccata
(Entrée selection must be made at time of making reservations)

Salutations and Toasts
We are pleased to have with us Ill Robert Davis, 33° GC,

renowned Masonic speaker and author.

Tickets are $40 per person
and are available through the

Tampa Scottish Rite Office – (813) 886-0578
Ticket sales and entrée selection are REQUIRED

no later than Monday, March 6, 2017
Appropriate dress is as follows:

Gentlemen – Suit, tie and Scottish Rite Cap
Ladies – Nice dress or pantsuit

The Feast of Kadosh celebrates the founding of the Knights Templars in 1119.



Page 2 March - April 2017

The Scottish Rite Foundation Helps Children

Executive Committee
OFFICERS

Russell B. Glendinning, 33°
Chairman

Joseph A. Gonzalez, 32° KCCH
Master of Kadosh - Tampa Consistory
Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH
Commander - Council of Kadosh
F. Edward Street, 32° KCCH

Wise Master - Chapter of Rose Croix
Arthur J. Ahrens, III, 32°

Venerable Master - Lodge of Perfection
 G. David Walters, III, 33°

Prior
Michael R. Pender, Jr., 32° KCCH

Treasurer
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

James W. Benjamin, 32°
Lynn C. Raposa, 32° KCCH
William C. Sundquist, 32°

A. Gary Cavanaugh, 32° KCCH

VALLEY OF TAMPA CONTACTS

Scottish Rite Office
(813) 886-0578
info@srtampa.org

Russell B. Glendinning, 33°
Personal Representative (941) 356-7209
personalrepresentative@srtampa.org
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He is the author of numerous Masonic articles, essays and two books.
He has also served as the Editor of both The Plumbline and Heredom,
the official publications of the Scottish Rite Research Society. At the
Feast he will speak about the various chivalric degrees in Freemasonry
and their value to us as individuals. The Feast is open to the public so
your family and friends are invited to attend with you. Reservations
must be made no later than March 6, 2017 and can be made by calling
the Scottish Rite Office.

You will also find the schedule for our Spring Reunion in this issue
of The Bulletin. This Reunion is in memory of Ill Thomas Brown, 33°.
Start talking to your Blue Lodge, York Rite, Shrine, Grotto and High
Twelve brothers who are not members of the Scottish Rite and encour-
age them to become members of this class. All members are encour-
aged to attend any or all of the Reunion, so look at the schedule and
see which parts you can attend. 

Personal
Representative

by Ill Russell B. Glendinning, 33°

Brethren: As you see on the cover of
this issue of The Bulletin, our Third
Annual Feast of Kadosh will be held on
Saturday, March 11, 2017. We are very
pleased to have as our speaker this year
Ill Robert G. Davis, 33° GC. Brother
Davis served as the General Secretary of
the Valley of Guthrie, OK for 27 years.

Scottish Rite
Foundation of Florida

What a great opportunity to put into action the word of our Florida
Scottish Rite slogan: “Total Involvement Everyone.” Join with us and
extend a helping hand. Your tax deductible contributions will brighten
the future of a child at a time when it is needed the most. Remember
your gift keeps on giving forever.

Each Scottish Rite Valley has a member represented on the Founda-
tion Board of Trustees. If you desire more information, your General
Secretary will be delighted to put you in touch with your Trustee.
Thank you for sharing the gift of voice.

If you would like to help, you can make a tax deductible contribution
to “The Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida, U.S.A., Inc.” by mailing
your donations to: Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 5500 Memorial High-
way, Tampa, FL  33634-7336. You can also make a tax deductible contribu-
tion securely over the Web: www.flscottishrite.org/foundation/. 
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General
Secretary
by Ill John E.
Drewett, 33°

Scottish Rite
Past Masters
Organization
Confers the Master
Mason Degree on
Eleven Fellow Crafts

The Past Masters Organization held their 1st Annual
Master Mason Degree on February 4, 2017 where
eleven Fellow Crafts from seven different Lodges
within the Valley of Tampa were raised to the Sub-
lime Degree of Master Mason. Holyrood Lodge
No. 257 was opened in Due Form and turned over
to the Past Masters Organization for the conferral of
the Master Mason Degree. The First Section was put
on with the Officers in Black Tuxedo. After the first
section, lunch was served and then followed by the
Second Section with a rotating cast of characters to
allow as many Past Masters as possible to take part
in this event. At the completion of the Degree, many
positive comments were made regarding the work
and congratulations to our new Master Masons. 

March & April
Good for You

The following recently received the following
awards:

Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Awards
Certificates & Lapel Pins

Symbolic Grade & Scottish Rite Philosophy
Richard A. Vogt, 32°  (completed the entire Program)

Twenty-five Year Certificates
& Lapel Pins

Charles W. Campbell, 32° John G. Cunavelis, 32°
John L. Hunsaker, 32° David W. Jones, 32°

Louie A. King, 33° Barry R. Ogren, 32°
Joseph T. Osborne Jr., 32° Frank R. Peterson, 32°
Stephen R. Williams, 32° Lawrence E. Wright, 32°

Millionaire Certificates
& Lapel Pins

Curtis L. Eskew, Jr., 32° Barry D. Hart, 33°
Paul Lingor Kim & Lynda Mittelbach

Rebecca M. Weatherly David P. Williams
Sahib Shrine Motor Corps Knights of the Eagle

Knights of Tyre         Knights of the East
The Crusaders  

Ceremony of Remembrance
and Renewal

At our April 10, 2017 meeting at the Tampa
Scottish Rite we will be honoring those who have
passed away in 2016 with our Annual Ceremony of
Remembrance and Renewal.  Please join Wise
Master, Ed Street 32° KCCH and the Tampa Chap-
ter of Rose Croix in this beautiful and moving
tribute to our departed brethren. This ceremony,
which was formerly called Maundy Thursday, is
obligatory to all members of the Chapter of Rose
Croix. Brother Joe Gonzalez, 32° KCCH, Degree
Master, will begin this ceremony at 7:30 p.m. in the
Scottish Rite Auditorium. The families of our fallen
brothers and all Masons and non-Masons are in-
vited. 

Degrees to be Conferred

Degrees to be conferred at monthly meetings,
save the dates:

July 10, 2017,
13th Degree, Royal Arch of Solomon.

August 14, 2017
8th Degree, Intendant of the Building. 

Check your Dues Card

Brothers if you have not attended a Scottish Rite
meeting or activity lately, please take this moment
to verify that your dues card is current. You may
make payment online at www.tampascottishrite.org
or by calling the office at (813) 886-0578. We
accept Visa, Discover and Master Card. Purchases
at the Valley Emblem Shop may be paid with credit
or debit cards also. 
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Scottish Rite Clubs
Lake Region Scottish Rite Club

March 30, 2017 at Corinthian Lodge No. 191
July 31, 2017, August 30, 2017 and October 30, 2017

One hour review and study of an AASR degree.
7:00 p.m. preceded by pizza. Locations to be

determined. Save the dates.

Nature Coast Scottish Rite Club
Last Friday at 6:00 p.m.

VFW Post No. 10209, Spring Hill, FL
Phone: (352) 686-9319

North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
2nd Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.

Reservations preferred, phone (727) 460-1824
IHOP

30200 US 19 N, Clearwater, FL

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
1st Friday, 11:00 a.m.

Perkins Family Restaurant
8841 Park Blvd., N, Largo, FL

Information & Reservations (727) 577-5923

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
2nd Friday, 11:30 a.m.

Sahib Shrine
(July location TBA)

600 N. Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL

1st Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.
February, April & October

Scottish Rite Club Building
240 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota, FL

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
3rd Monday, 11:30 a.m.

(dark June, July, August and September)
Freedom Plaza Club, Sun City Center, FL

Tampa Scottish Rite Club
4th Wednesday, 12:00 noon

Reservations preferred (813) 368-3878
Tampa Scottish Rite Masonic Center
5500 Memorial Highway, Tampa, FL

Support your Scottish Rite Club

April   3 - Contributor deadline
April 10 - Office contributor deadline
April 14 - Transmit print file to our printer

Deadline for May/June Bulletin

286th  Reunion Schedule
Saturday, April 22, 2017

  7:00 a.m. Class Assembly - Lodge Room
Opening Ceremony

  7:50 a.m. 4° - Secret Master - Conferred
  8:35 a.m. Member/Class Education
  9:05 a.m. 5° - Perfect Master - Communicated
  9:12 a.m. 6° - Confidential Secretary - Communicated
  9:19 a.m. 7° - Provost & Judge - Conferred
  9:44 a.m. 8° - Intendant of the Building - Communicated
  9:51 a.m. BREAK
10:06 a.m.  9 &10° - Elu of the Nine
                                 and Fifteen - Conferred
   9:51 a.m.  BREAK
 11:06 a.m.  11° - Elu of the Twelve  - Conferred
12:06 p.m. 12° - Master Architect - Communicated
12:13 p.m. 13° - Royal Lodge of Solomon - Communicated
12:20 p.m. LUNCH and Class Photo
  1:20 p.m. 14° - Perfect Elu - Conferred
  2:35 p.m. Close L of P, Open Chapter of Rose Croix
  2:42 p.m. BREAK
  2:47 p.m. 15° - Knight of East,

            Sword or Eagle - Confer
  3:47 p.m. 16° - Prince of Jerusalem - Communicated
  3:54 p.m. 17° - Knight of the East & West - Communicated
  4:01 p.m. BREAK
  4:16 p.m. 18° -  Knight Rose Croix - Conferred
  5:46 p.m. Close First Day of  Reunion -  Announcements

Saturday, April 29, 2017
  7:00 a.m. Class Assembly, Open Council, Elect Officers
  7:35 a.m. 19° - Grand Pontiff - Communicated
  7:42 a.m. 20° - Master of Symbolic Lodge - Conferred
  8:27 a.m. 21° - Noahchite

       or Prussian Knight - Communicated
  8:34 a.m. 22° - Knight Royal Axe,

      Prince of Libanus  - Communicated
  8:41 a.m. 23° - Chief of the Tabernacle  - Communicate
  8:48 a.m. 24° - Prince of Tabernacle - Communicated
  8:55 a.m. 25° - Knight of the Brazen

      Serpent - Communicated
  9:02 a.m. 26° - Prince of Mercy/

            Scot' Trinitarian - Communicated
  9:09 a.m. BREAK
  9:24 a.m. 27° - Knight of Sun,

      Prince Adept - Presented
10:14 a.m. BREAK
10:29 a.m. 28° - Knight Commander
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... continued on page 6

Brother F. Edward
Street, 32° KCCH was
installed Wise Master of
the Tampa Chapter Rose
Croix in January for the
year 2017. Brother Jim
is a native of Kirksville,
MO having moved to Florida in 1990. He has been
employed in the construction industry for forty
years and is currently a Project Superintendent for
Ajax Paying Industries of Florida for 15+ years.

He received the Three Degrees of Freemasonry in
1994 in Elmer O. Smith Lodge No. 307. He served
as Worshipful Master of Elmer O. Smith Lodge in
1999. He was appointed District Instructor in the
21st District in 2003 and 2004. In 2009, MW

F.  Edward
Street, 32°

KCCH
Wise Master

Brother Arthur (A.J.)
J. Ahrens, III, 32° serves
this year as the Venerable
Master of Tampa Lodge
of Perfection. Brother
Ahrens was born in
Neptune, NJ in 1971 and
grew up in Tom's River,
NJ. After graduating from high school in 1989, he
enlisted in the U. S. Army and was Honorably Dis-
charged in 1994. After being discharged, Brother A. J.
ended up in Florida and petitioned Ft. Pierce Lodge
No. 87 to receive the Three Degrees of Freemasonry in
2002 where he was Raised on October 19, 2002. His
home Lodge now is Venice Lodge No. 301. A Plural
member of Turkey Creek Lodge No. 248, he served
Turkey Creek Lodge as Worshipful Master in 2015. He
is currently serving as the Worshipful Master of the
Florida Lodge of Research.

Arthur J.
Ahrens, III, 32°
Venerable Master

... continued on page 6

Coming Masonic Events
Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may

attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The
Executive Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m.,
Dinner time is 5:45 p.m. and regular meetings at
7:30 p.m. and cost is $10 unless otherwise noted.
Visit the Valley of Tampa Website for the latest
information on meetings and events.

March 13, 2017:
Dinner and Closed Meeting
Program by Kenneth Carolan, 32°
Caesar Salad, Garlic Bread, Pasta w/Meat Balls,
Vegetable Blend, Assorted Cakes, Coffee, Tea,
Lemonade

April 10, 2017:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Remembrance and Renewal
House Salad, Dinner Rolls, Chicken Di Amore,
Rice Pilaf, Spinach Casserole, Cup Cakes,
Coffee, Tea, Lemonade

April 22 & April 29, 2017:
Spring Reunion 

      of Temple - Communicated
10:36 a.m. Member/Class Education
11:21 a.m. LUNCH
12:06 a.m. 29° Scottish Knight

     of St. Andrew- Conferred
12:51 a.m. BREAK
  1:06 a.m. 30° - Knight Kadosh - Conferred
  2:21 p.m. Close Council; open Consistory
  2:33 p.m. 31° - Inspector Inquisitor - Conferred
  3:23 p.m. BREAK
  3:38 p.m. 32° - Master of the Royal Secret - Conferred
  5:08 p.m. Consecration of 282nd Class
  5:38 p.m. Closing Business, Remarks & Announcements
  5:53 p.m. Schedule end time. 

Email Addresses

We want you to receive our regular communica-
tions, please make sure that the General Secretary's
office has your most current email address. Send
updates to generalsecretary@srtampa.org 
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Member
Education &

Director of Work
by Casey A. Fletcher, 32° KCCH

Our Spring Reunion is
April 22 and April 29.
Preparations are well
underway. A preliminary
schedule of our Work is
included elsewhere in the
Bulletin.

A highlight for a Spring Reunion is always the
conferral of the 20th Degree, Master of the Sym-
bolic Lodge; its conferral is always professional and
impressive.

This Degree, like all others, is rich in symbolism
and allegory, especially with numerology. This
particular degree serves as a reminder and refresher
of our duties as Masons, leaders and citizens. It
does so simply, directly and clearly.

Three great pillars of Freemasonry—Toleration,
Justice and Truth—are prominently presented to
supplement the three pillars of the Blue Lodge. As
the degree progresses we are reminded of nine
important virtues by which to govern our conduct.

Albert Pike notes that this degree represents
Masonry in its primitive purity, “in which it was not
necessary to torture the mind to discover reasonable
interpretations.” Simple truths and principles are
presented and strive “to prepare men to govern
themselves.” Pike's lecture in Morals and Dogma is
of a similar vein—simple, and uncharacteristically
short; its reading prior to the Reunion is to be
commended.

Pike's lecture, and this degree, remind us that
Masonry is not about accumulating titles or con-
ducting pageantry. We are Scottish Rite Masons to
find inspiration from the enlightened wisdom of the
ages; to develop and maintain good habits and
manners; practice virtue and philanthropy, to build a
“moral edifice of knowledge.” This degree reminds
us of our duties as Instructors, Directors and Archi-
tects; that Masonry beckons us to put all we have
learned to good practical use in our lives.

The 20th Degree is refreshing reminder of what it
means to be a Mason. It is well worth the effort to
attend the Reunion.

...continued from Page 5 – F.  Edward Street, 32° KCCH

Reserve your calendar for these special education
events and degree conferrals:

March 11, the Feast of Kadosh; March 30, a
study of the 4th Degree at Corinthian Lodge No.
191; July 10, conferral of the 13th Degree at our
monthly meeting; and August 14, conferral of the
8th Degree.

We have teams forming for a number of Council
degrees that have not been conferred in recent years.
We hope to have one or more of them woven into
the schedule this year. Brethren interested in degree
work or becoming a Degree Master can contact me
at dow@srtampa.org. 

...continued from Page 5 – Arthur J. Ahrens, III, 32°

Our Venerable Master became a Master of the
Royal Secret in the Valley of Tampa in 2011 as a
member of the Ill Vernon T. Clark, 33° Memorial
Class and immediately started working as a member of
the Knights of St. Andrew. He served as the Venerable
Master of the KSA in 2016. For the past four years,
Brother Ahrens has served on the Valley Stage crew
and the 29th and 31st Degree teams.

Dale I. Goehrig appointed him District Deputy
Grand Master in the 21st Masonic District. Follow-
ing his year as DDGM, Brother Street was ap-
pointed to the Committee on Work in 2011 and has
continuously served on that committee since. He
has also served on the Grand Master's Coordinating
Committee in 2010 and 2011. He is the holder of
the Grand Lodge Orange, White, Silver and Gold
Proficiency cards. In 2005 he demitted to Pinellas
Daylight Lodge No. 385 and served as Worshipful
Master in 2013 and 2016.

He petitioned the Valley of Tampa to receive the
Degrees of the Scottish Rite and was made a Master
of the Royal Secret on October 30, 1999. Since
2006, he has been the Preceptor in the Thirty-
Second Degree.

For his work and dedication to Freemasonry, our
Wise Master was invested with the rank and dignity
of a Knight Commander of the Court of Honour on
November 9, 2013. 
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Prelate
by Ill Lou Ortt, 33°

Ezekiel 37:1-4
“Suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and
the bones came to-
gether, bone to its
bone.”
Exodus 12:14
“This day shall be for
you a memorial day
and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord:
throughout your generations you shall observe
it…”

During our travels through life, how many times
do we feel lifeless, with both our spirits and physi-
cal strength at their lowest point? How many times
over the last few years have we taken a good look at
our fraternity and wondered where we were headed
as the rolls decreased? Did we not feel that we were
living in the valley of dry bones? This is how the
Israelites felt when they were living in Egypt under
the control of the Pharaoh. They were living in a
strange land far away from home.

In both cases the joy of life and hope seem to
dwindle away. Yet, when God came to their rescue
we see them freed from their captors. Through the
resurrection we receive a renewal of faith and
inspiration for a better life.

So as we celebrate both Passover and Easter, let
us remember how God, the Great Architect of the
Universe, gives us the promise that His spirit will
protect, renew and refresh our lives. With this
assurance we can go into the world and enjoy what
life has to offer. One of God's purposes is to grant
us peaceful living. When we think thoughts that
bring peace and harmony to our environment, our
relationships, and fraternity we are doing the thing
God intended us to do after rescuing us from the
low points of our lives. With His help and guidance
all phases of our lives and of our fraternity will
prosper.

Let us all come together and have a joyful and
happy Passover and Easter celebration. 

Good for You

Congratulations to the following members of the
Valley of Tampa who have recently been installed
Worshipful Master of their Blue Lodge:

John Baldwin . . . . . . . . . Hillsborough Lodge No. 25
James Charrette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Star Lodge No. 78
John Ellis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lakeland Lodge No. 91
Cory Underwood . . . . . . . . . . Tarpon Lodge No. 112
Douglas Ray . . . . . . Bowling Green Lodge No. 121
John Dragneff . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trilby Lodge No. 141
Marcos Romero . . . . . . . . . . Sarasota Lodge No. 147
Bahram Hedayat . . . . . John Darling Lodge No. 154
Frederick Wendling . . . . . Sutherland Lodge No. 174
John Burrus . . . . . . A. W. Windhorst Lodge No. 185
Anthony Pickren . . . . . . . Corinthian Lodge No. 191
Charles Pesola . . . . . . . J. F. Swartsel Lodge No. 251
Stephen Edson . . . . . . . . . Fellowship Lodge No. 265
William Jacobs . . . . . . . . . Northside Lodge No. 283
Scott Steelman . . . . . . . . . . . . Venice Lodge No. 301
Theodore Dwyer . . . . . High Twelve Lodge No. 317
Donald Walker . . . . . Temple Terrace Lodge No. 330
Travis Hughes, II . . . . . . . . Kathleen Lodge No. 338
Mark Brewer . . . . . . . . . . . . Phoenix Lodge No. 346
Matthew Winters . . Pinellas Daylight Lodge No. 385
Joseph Monday . . . . . . . . . . . Siloam Lodge No. 399
Patrick Palmer, 33° . . . . . . Memorial Lodge No. 920
A.J. Ahrens . . . . Florida Lodge of Research No. 999

Outside of the Scottish Rite, our Venerable Master
is active in all three York Rite Bodies and has served
as the High Priest of Sarasota Chapter No. 35 and
Illustrious Master of Venice Council No. 41. He is
currently serving as the Eminent Commander of
Trinity Commandery No. 16. He is also a member of
the Knight Masons, Red Cross of Constantine, Na-
tional Sojourners, York Rite College, Allied Masonic
Degrees, Zendah Grotto and the Tall Cedars of Lebanon.

Brother A. J. has been married for 19 years to Laura
and is the proud father of Teegan, who is active in
Job's Daughters. He is employed by Publix Supermar-
kets as a Systems Analyst for the past 13 years. 

Visit our Facebook page!

The Valley of Tampa Scottish Rite is now on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/TampaAASR, or
if you are a Facebook member, log on and type
“Valley of Tampa Scottish Rite” in the Search box. 



In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out
to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that
which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell,
and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’
from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot
face to face when I have crossed the bar.”  – Tennyson

Vernon  Bland, 32°
November 18, 2016

Horatio A. Boardman, 32°
December 11, 2016

Spruce M. Derden, 32°
October 16, 2016

Monte B. Ford, 32°
November 11, 2016

Francesco Giannini, 32°
October 1, 2016

J. Thomas Gibbs, 32°
December 26, 2016

William M. Hargett, 32°
December 4, 2016

Thomas A. Hatcher, 32°
November 7, 2016

William W. Hooper, 33°
February 1, 2017

James T. Kelley Jr., 32°
January 19, 2017

Edward P. Klein, 32°
November 2, 2016

Robert H. Lewis, 32°
January 24, 2017

Lester R. Manuel, 32°
January 4, 2017

James N. Massaro, 32°
October 27, 2016

David R. Mills, 32°
December 23, 2016

Marko Popovich Jr., 32°
January 16, 2017
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Alonza L. Pullen, 32°
December 22, 2016

Troy B. Scarborough, 32°
November 6, 2016

Herbert C. Schwartz, 32°
January 8, 2017

Morris W. Tew, 32°
January 21, 2017

Floyd M. Thackrey, 32°
January 27, 2017

William H. Zurlo, 32°
January 29, 2017


