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291st Reunion November 2 & 3, 2019
Memorial Class Honoring

Ill Charles Max Levan, 33°; Ill Clyde Lonicker, 33° and Ill Leslie Hollis Tucker, 33°

Officers of the Bodies and Distinguished Brothers
First Row (l-r): Gerald M. Lee, 33°, Class Room Director; John E. Drewett, 33°, General Secretary;

Richard G. Hoover, 33°, Deputy of the Supreme Council in the Orient of Florida; Russell B. Glendinning, 33°, Special Assistant
& Personal Representative to the Deputy of the Supreme Council, in the Valley of Tampa;

S. Gilbert Weisman, 33°, Class Room Assistant; Ronald A. Herring, Sr., 33°

Class Members
Alejandro Ayala; Billy J. Black; Barry L. Bowles; Christopher S. Bowman; Jeffrey D. Bucholtz; Charles M. Burk;

Sebastian Carnevale; Carl C. Chaisson; Michael R. W. Cochran; Paul J. Corso; Walter W. Courtney; Randall D. Currier;
Ralph Fouquet; Keith B. Higgins; Michael C. Houck; Eric J. Jaramillo; John B. Maxwell; Luis E. Rovira; Samuel L. Shepeard;

John E. Silbaugh III; Roy D. Witt; John G. Wohlforth; Scott Wren; Yevgen Yakushenko
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the Bulletin for information on the 6th Annual Feast of Kadosh set for March.
 In addition to our two Reunions, your Scottish Rite also sponsored open

events honoring the sitting Worshipful Masters in the Valley of Tampa,
along with recognizing the DeMolay Chapters, Rainbow Assemblies and
Job's Daughters Bethels in our area. We were honored to have with us for
these two events, Ill Richard G. Hoover, 33°, PGM and Deputy in the
Orient of Florida and MW John Westerman, 32° KCCH, Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Florida.

 Our Scottish Rite Clubs continued this past year in promoting the
Scottish Rite in their respective areas. It seems that at every monthly
Consistory meeting there is at least one Club representative who is making
a donation to the Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida. If you are not able to
attend our monthly meetings, please accept this heart-felt thanks on behalf
of the Foundation and the kids that are the beneficiaries of your generosity.

 Finally, we held two very successful events where we celebrated the
Feast of Tishri and the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal. These
two programs are mandatory events in the Scottish Rite to be held each year
and our Venerable Master and Wise Master organized them to perfection.

 To begin 2020, congratulations are in order to those who have been
elected to serve the Valley of Tampa in 2020. Of course, I am talking
about our new Master of Kadosh, Brother Henry A. Echezabal, Jr, 32°
Commander of Kadosh, Ill Carl E. Gilmore 33°, Wise Master, Ill
Robert D. Davidson, 33° and Venerable Master, Brother William C.
Sundquist, 32° KCCH. These four brothers along with the other members
of the Executive Committee will be working hard during the year to
provide the leadership and new ideas that will make us successful this
year. For these programs to be successful, we will need the support of as
many of our members as possible.

 Many brothers worked hard in 2019 for the benefit of the Valley. A
special thanks go out to our outgoing heads of the Bodies, W. Allen Sorbie,
32° KCCH, Brother Richard S. Cowan, 32° KCCH, Brother Steven J.
Silvers, 32° KCCH and Charles C. Osborne, 32° KCCH. These four broth-
ers have left some big shoes for their successors in office to fill and I have
no doubt that they will be filled perfectly.

Personal
Representative

by Ill Russell B. Glendinning, 33°

Brethren: HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2020
has arrived. 2019, like every year, presented
its challenges, but your Scottish Rite came
through with a lot of successes. In 2019, we
continued the tradition of celebrating the
Feast of Kadosh with a great meal, terrific
program and the best fellowship anyone
could ask for. Read further in this issue of

This publication acknowledges authority and yields allegiance to the
Supreme Council A&A Scottish Rite, Southern Juirisdiction of which
Ill Richard G. Hoover, 33° is the Deputy in the Orient of Florida.
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From The General Secretary

We extend a hearty welcome and a warm hand of
fellowship to this Master of the Royal Secret who has
joined us by Affiliation since publication of our last
bulletin. Scottish Rite Freemasonry welcomes all its
members and visitors within its portal—visit us as often
as time permits, we guarantee good fellowship, new
friends and an opportunity to work with us for the
benefit of Freemasonry and Scottish Rite in particular.

Affiliation
James F. Trusley III, 32°

Feast of Kadosh

We are proud to announce that our Sixth Annual
Feast of Kadosh will be Saturday, March 21, 2020 at
the Masonic Center. This event is open to the public,
so family and friends are invited. Deadline for reserva-
tions is Monday, March 16, 2020.

 The Feast this year is being combined with a Fund
Raiser for the Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida, Inc.
There will be 100 tickets available for sale at $100 per
ticket. Due to the generosity of Brother Rick Wendling,
there will be no costs associated with the Feast so
every dollar in ticket sales will go to the Foundation.
The meal will be prepared by a Master Chef. While
the menu has not been finalized at this time, we do
know that there will be a choice of either a beef or
seafood entrée along with hors d'oeuvres, salad,
dessert and beverage. During the evening there will be
a series of six toasts. Dress for the Feast is a suit and tie
for the gentlemen and a nice dress for the ladies. Scot-
tish Rite members should wear their Scottish Rite cap.

 We are in the process of lining up a guest speaker
as we have done in prior years and will make that
announcement as soon as it is finalized. Tickets may
be purchased by calling the Scottish Rite Office. 

In closing, brethren I ask again that you do what you
can for your Scottish Rite in 2020. That may be attend-
ing Consistory meetings, Club meetings, volunteering
your time for projects that need to be accomplished or
encouraging your Blue Lodge brethren who are not
members of the Scottish Rite to take that next step in
Freemasonry. As always, ideas and suggestions are
always welcomed and encouraged. 

...continued from Page 5 – Ill Carl E. Gilmore, 33°

 Since joining the Valley of Tampa, our Com-
mander has served on the 4th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, 30th
and 32nd Degree Teams. He was the first member to
receive the Master Craftsman Award in the Valley in
2008. He has also served as a member of the Valley
Executive Committee, a member of the Knights of St.
Andrew and as the Chairman of the Double Eagle
program. For his work and dedication, he was invested
with the Rank and Dignity of a Knight Commander of
the Court of Honour in 2009 and was coroneted a
Thirty-third Degree Scottish Rite Mason in 2017.

 Not being one to rest on his laurels, Ill Gilmore
has been very active in the various York Rite bodies in
Florida, serving the Grand Commandery as Grand
Commander in 1997 and MI Grand Master of the
Grand Council of Florida in 2009. He continues his
service to the York Rite, serving as Grand Treasurer
since 2015. He is a recipient of the DeMolay Legion of
Honor and was the Chairman of the Advisory Council
of Anclote Chapter, Order of DeMolay. In 2018, he
was honored by DeMolay, receiving the Zerubbabel
Key for his role in the founding of Anclote Chapter.

 Ill Gilmore has been married to his wife, Gail for
52 years and is the proud father of his son, Steven and
daughter, Jennifer. 

Scottish Rite Foundation
of Florida, Inc.

We are pleased to announce that our members can
support the Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida, Inc.
and at the same time earn Double Eagle points. For the
first 3 months of 2020, every $100 donation to the
Foundation will earn the donor 100 Double Eagle
points. The maximum number of points awarded at
any one time will be 500.

 Brethren, I would ask that you consider our Foun-
dation as one of the charities that you support during
the year. Funding for the Foundation comes from the
members of the Scottish Rite in the Orient of Florida
in order to assist children who have learning and
speech disorders. As a Scottish Rite Mason in Florida,
you can be proud of the fact that 0.97 cents of every
dollar raised goes directly to “program services.” As a
501(c)(3) Charitable Foundation, donations are tax
deductible (please consult your tax advisor for more
details.) 
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Support your Scottish Rite Club

February   3 - Contributor deadline
February 12 - Office contributor deadline
February 14 - Transmit print file to our printer

Deadline for March/April Bulletin

Scottish Rite Clubs

Nature Coast Scottish Rite Club
Brooksville Elk's Lodge 2582

13383 County Line Road,
Spring Hill, FL  34609
Phone: (352) 686-9319

4th Wednesday every month at 6:00 p.m.
(except November & December )

North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
IHOP

30200 US Hwy. 19 N.,
Clearwater, FL  33761

2nd Tuesday every  month at 11:30 a.m.

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
Perkins Restaurant
8841 Park Blvd.,

Seminole, FL  33777
1st Tuesday every month at 11:00 a.m.

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
Sahib Shriners Sahara Room

(July location TBA)
600 N. Beneva Road,
Sarasota, FL  34232

2nd Friday every month at 11:30 a.m.
Scottish Rite Club Building

240 S. Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, FL  34237

1st Wednesday in Feb., April & Oct. at 6:00 p.m.

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
Freedom Plaza Club

1010 American Eagle Blvd.,
Sun City Center, FL  33573

3rd Monday every  month at 11:30 a.m.
(Dark June, July, August & September)

Tampa Scottish Rite Club
Tampa Scottish Rite Masonic Center

5500 Memorial Hwy.,
Tampa, FL  33634

4th Wednesday every month at 12:00 p.m.

2020  Valley Officers

Tampa Consistory
Master of Kadosh ........................ Henry A. Echezabal, Jr., 32°
Prior ............................................Charles R. Jordan, 32° KCCH
Preceptor ...................................................... Petar Sibinkic, 32°
Chancellor ...........................................Weldon C. Harrison, 32°
Minister of State ........................................ Jeffrey T. Sklet, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies ...................... James W. Benjamin, 32°
Expert .......................................................... Scott H. Lewis, 32°
Asst. Expert ............................................... Juan de la Rosa, 32°
Capt. Of the Guard ................................. John N. Dragneff, 32°

Tampa Council of Kadosh
Commander ....................................... Ill Carl E. Gilmore, 33°
1st Lt. Commander ..................................... Stephan Korda, 32°
2nd Lt. Commander ..................... Richard A. Vogt, 32° KCCH
Chancellor ....................................... Paul D. Barber, 32° KCCH
Orator ....................................................... John A. Baldwin, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies .. John W. Westerman, III, ,32° KCCH
Turcopilier ............................................ William C. Klinke, 32°
Draper .................................................. Joseph A. Severino, 32°
First Deacon............................................. Gary W. Gordon, 32°
Second Deacon ....................................... Richard N. Leger, 32°
Bearer of Beausant ..................................... V. Kirk Hinote, 32°
Bearer White Standard ........................... Jack W. Hampton, 32°
Bearer Black Standard ............................ Roy A. Chattelle, 32°
Lt. of the Guard ................... Richard R. Whitmyer, 32° KCCH

Tampa Chapter of Rose Croix
Wise Master ............................... Ill Robert D. Davidson, 33°
Senior Warden ....................... Kenneth A. Carolan, 32° KCCH
Junior Warden ........................................... Paul A. Ippolito, 32°
Orator ................................................... Robert J. Davis, Jr., 32°
Master of Ceremonies ............. Donald W. Cowart, 32° KCCH
Expert ......................................... Gregory L. Wynn, 32° KCCH
Asst. Expert ............................................. Bryan M. Seland, 32°
Standard Bearer ................................. Michael E. Manning, 32°
Guardian of the Temple .......................... Nidal Z. Ibrahim, 32°

Tampa Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master ................ William C. Sundquist, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden ...................................... Rodney W. Kohler, 32°
Junior Warden .......................................Douglas W. Dobbs, 32°
Orator .................................................... Joseph A. Monday, 32°
Master of Ceremonies ............... Fredrick R. Wendling, Jr., 32°
Expert ......................................................... Glen B. Bishop, 32°
Asst. Expert ............................................... Mark L. Mason, 32°
Captain of the Host .................................. Tommy F. Tyner, 32°

For the Four Coordinate Bodies
General Secretary ............................. Ill John E. Drewett, 33°
Treasurer ................................ Ill Michael R. Pender, Jr., 33°
Almoner ..................................... Charles D. Walter, 32° KCCH
Prelate ......................................... Ill A. Gary Cavanaugh, 33°
Tiler .................................................. Andres Morin, 32° KCCH
Associate Tiler ..................................... Stephen C. Murphy, 32°
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Henry Echezabal is a
life-long native of Tampa,
who attended public
schools and developed a
passion for Education.
Born in the heart of old,
Ybor City’s Latin culture,
Henry’s first language
was Spanish. This was
only natural as his mother’s parents were from Spain,
while his father’s from Cuba. Henry grew up in the
60s to a normal, traditional upbringing doing all the
ordinary things kids did back then. He participated in
Little League baseball, attended YMCA, went to
church and from the age of 8 practically dedicated his
early life to the Boy Scouts of America—achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout on November 11, 1970.

During many summer camps he learned numerous
skills that would lead into later life, especially those
related to the waterfront; he excelled in all areas of
aquatics. As a result, he pursued competitive swim-
ming in high school, SCUBA diving, enjoyed day-
sailing and worked for seven summers for the City of
Tampa Recreation Department - Pools. Throughout
high school and college, he worked every job from
locker boy to assistant pool manager. He was a life
guard and head water safety instructor in charge of the
swimming program at Jenkin’s Pool on Davis Islands.
During this time, he taught many of the swimming
skills originally learned in Scouting to kids in the
community.

Henry attended the University of South Florida
where he graduated with Honors with degrees in
Political Science and Secondary Social Science Educa-
tion. He attended Nova University's Shepard Broad
Law Center in Ft. Lauderdale, where he earned his
Juris Doctor’s Degree. After college, he worked for his
father's surveying and mapping firm, Echezabal &
Associates, and became a teacher for Hillsborough
County Public Schools. Over the past 11 years, he
specialized in the area of adult education, teaching
every subject at every functioning level, to adult
students in every walk of life.

Although his parents, Hope and Henry, Sr., have
been involved in Masonry for the past 60 years, Henry

Henry A.
Echezabal, Jr., 32°

Master of Kadosh

Ill Carl E. Gilmore,
33° was elected to serve
the Tampa Council of
Kadosh as its Com-
mander for the year 2020.
Born in Massachusetts,
his family moved and he
was raised in Pompano
Beach, FL. While attending Worcester Polytechnic
Institute, Ill Gilmore withdrew and served four years
of active duty in the US Navy. Following his service,
he returned to college and earned a degree in Civil
Engineering and a Master of Building Construction
Degree from the University of Florida in 1971. He
opened his own civil engineering firm in the Tampa
Bay region and retired in 2006. He continues to serve
as a consultant in the engineering field.

 He petitioned Tarpon Lodge No. 112 in 1972 and
was Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in
1973. He served Tarpon Lodge as its Worshipful
Master in 1977, the same year that he became a Master
of the Royal Secret in the Valley of Tampa. His work
and dedication to the Grand Lodge of Florida has not
gone unnoticed as he was appointed DDGM of the
then 19th District by MW Lynn P. Blitch. He has
also served on the Board of Trustees of the Masonic
Home in 1986 & 1987 and again in 1998 & 1999.

Ill. Carl E.
Gilmore, 33°

Commander
of the Council

came to Masonry late in life, joining A.W. Windhorst
Lodge No. 185, on May 5, 2004. He joined the Blue
Lodge line immediately upon becoming a Master
Mason, and became Worshipful Master in 2009. He
has never left the lodge's officer line and has now
served as treasurer for the past seven years. Over the
last six years, he has had the great honor and pleasure
of traveling with the District Deputy Grand Master as
a Committeeman, and is currently serving as Child ID
Chairman for the 20th Masonic District. He is a
Member of the Zendah Grotto. And, finally, is greatly
honored to be elected, Master of Kadosh of one of the
most eminent Scottish Rite organizations in the South-
ern Jurisdiction, the Valley of Tampa.  

... continued on page 3
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Member
Education &

Director of  Work
by Casey A. Fletcher, 33°

Freemasonry is an
exercise in the study of
virtue. We begin early in
the Blue Lodge, consid-
ering the four cardinal
virtues, Fortitude, Tem-
perance, Prudence and

Justice and the three theological virtues, Faith,
Hope and Charity. Friendship, Morality and Truth
are introduced later.

These might be termed “major” virtues. The
Scottish Rite continues the exploration of what
might be referred to as the “minor” virtues or,
better, “foundational” virtues; those character traits
that must be developed and acquired to develop the
major ones.

Its 29 Degrees steadily present lists of desirable
and necessary qualities or traits:  silence, obedience,
fidelity, industriousness, honesty, benevolence,
devotion, civility, frankness, disinterestedness; the
list is extensive. Indeed, in “Understanding Man-
hood in America,” Illustrious Robert Davis 33° GC,
identifies 103 virtues taught in the degrees of Free-
masonry.

Aristotle thought humans (like all creatures)
were created to perform certain activities or series
of actions with their souls, minds and bodies. He
defined virtue as the “art of being a good human
being.”

Aristotle counsels that virtue does not come to us
naturally. We must use our rational abilities to
identify virtuous action and then practice it until it
becomes a habit

George Winfred Hervey (1821-1908), author of
“The Principles of Courtesy, with Hints and Obser-
vations on Manners and Habits” agrees noting,
“…one's own experience is less valuable to him
than is commonly supposed. He seldom learns the
lesson of experience till it is too late to reduce it
practice.”

Further Hervey opines that it is an absurd preten-
tion that anyone can “readily master any art without
availing himself of the experience of his predeces-
sors.” The “art of being virtuous” requires not only

practice (as Aristotle taught), but the consultation
with our ancestors through the study of tradition,
history, philosophy and religion.

His book focuses on foundational or minor
virtues, as does the Scottish Rite. Each of its
twenty-six chapters focuses one virtue, e.g. meek-
ness, gratitude, deportment, zeal and hospitality.

Hervey teaches us 26 virtues; Freemasonry at
least 103. Hervey has us look to our predecessors
for knowledge and wisdom, as does the Fraternity.
Aristotle would have us learn and practice the “art
of being a good human being,” until virtue is indeed
a habit.

——————————
The Spring Reunion is May 2-3, 2020. We now

have a degree team for all 29 Degrees and expect to
confer them all during 2020.

Degrees scheduled during the year and not con-
ferred at Reunions are:

• Confidential Secretary, the 6th Degree,
on March 9, 2020

• Prince of Mercy, the 26th Degree,
on May 11, 2020

• Royal Arch of Solomon, the 13th Degree,
on July 13, 2020

• Intendent of the Building, the 8th Degree,
on August 10, 2020

• Knight of the Brazen Serpent, the 25th Degree,
on September 14, 2020.

Substantially every degree team seeks—needs
new or more ritualists. Please contact me if you
are interested.

——————————
P.S. Hervey's book is a hard read, like Morals

and Dogma. Come to a couple of Reunions before
tackling it. 

The Scottish Rite Creed

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought
our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our
mission and the guarantee of equal rights to all
people everywhere our ultimate goal. 
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Prelate
by A. Gary

Cavanaugh, 33°

Near and Far

Am I a God at hand,
saith the LORD, and not
a God afar off? Can any
hide himself in secret
places that I shall not
see him? saith the
LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the
LORD.

Jeremiah 23:23-24 (KJV)

It is impossible to hide from God. Many have
tried to do so throughout the centuries. People like
Adam and Eve, Jonah and even Moses have tried to
hide from God’s presence. Others, like Joseph’s
brothers, have tried to hide their sin from the
LORD. It is Impossible. It just cannot be done.

 In Jeremiah God reminds His people of this
truth. He is both nearby and far away. God fills the
heavens and He fills the earth. Where else could
man hide? Nowhere! As you are reading this, God
is with you. He is also in rural China, the war-torn
Middle East, and in “closed” North Korea. With
God, there are no restricted borders.

 In a world filled with injustice, where greed and
idolatry seem to reign, it is increasingly important
that we believe and cling to the truth of God's
omnipresence. No act of hate, selfishness, greed or
injustice escapes God’s sight. He sees every need,
hears every cry and counts every tear. Nothing
surprises Him. And while He does not cause sin,
everything that He allows can be used for our good
and His glory when our lives are surrendered to Him.

 You will come in contact with a variety of
people this week—all with different backgrounds,
problems and situations. Many are possibly suffer-
ing silently, even though they may not ever say so.
Maybe it's a troubled marriage, a house close to
foreclosure, a disobedient or wayward child, a
hidden addiction… the list goes on and on. We
never know what someone else is struggling with in
life. That makes it all the more important that we
magnify and exalt Christ is every situation and
conversation. God has a way of using us when we
don't even know it.

The key is to abide in Christ… remain connected
to Him through fellowship in His Word, prayer,
service, and community with other believers. Only
then can we discern the voice of God through His
Spirit. He knows and sees what we cannot. And He
can speak to, draw and love others through our
lives. God might just use you to show someone who
desperately needs Him how close He really is. 

Coming Masonic Events
Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may

attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The
Executive Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m.,
Dinner time is 5:45 p.m. and regular meetings at
7:00 p.m. and cost is $10 unless otherwise noted.
Be sure to make your dinner reservations Thursday
prior to the Monday Meeting. Visit the Valley of
Tampa Website for the latest information on meet-
ings and events.

January 13, 2020:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Annual Installation of Officers
House Salad, Dinner Rolls, Grilled Chicken Alfredo
Served over Fettuccini, Sopa Tuscana, Chocolate
Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream, Coffee, Tea, lemonade

February 10, 2020:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Presentation of Patents and Double Eagle Awards
House salad, Dinner Rolls, Meat loaf, Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans, Pudding Cups, Coffee,
Tea, Lemonade. 

Annual Installation of Officers

On January 13, 2020, we will install the officers
who will lead the Valley of Tampa into the new year.
Along with the officers of the four coordinate bodies,
we will also install the officers of the Knights of St.
Andrew, Knight Commander Court of Honour Orga-
nization, Past Masters Organization, Scottish Rite
Guard and our Scottish Rite Clubs. The installation
is open to all members, their families and friends.
Dinner will be served beginning at 5:45 p.m. with
the Installation to begin at 7:00 p.m. 



In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out
to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that
which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell,
and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’
from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot
face to face when I have crossed the bar.”  – Tennyson
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