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in the past. As an example, I am working off of a prepared script and
not just a few notes. The reason for this change, is that my comments
tonight are very important, and I want to make sure that I say every-
thing that I want to say and that needs to be said.

Tonight, we approved a budget for the Valley that shows that we are
expecting to withdraw $252,249 from our investment portfolio to balance
the budget. I don't want to necessarily go through the budget line by line,
but I do believe that our General Secretary and others are doing every-
thing within their power to generate income for the Valley and at the same
time, control our expenses. As you can easily identify, one area where we
are really losing is in our annual dues income. It should be no surprise to
anyone that Masonry in general is losing members and therefore, dues
income is becoming less and less every year. We are no different than our
Blue Lodges, York Rite bodies, Shrine Temples, Grottos, you name the
organization. As of yesterday, we had a total membership of 2,178 mem-
bers. Of that number, 1,368 are dues paying members and 810 are exempt
from dues. These brothers are exempt either because they are Per-
petual members or are exempt due to age and financial situations.
Those exempt from dues represent 37% of our total membership. Put
another way, we do not collect $72,900 in dues revenue.

The cornerstone for this building was laid in April 1973, when our
membership in the Valley was in excess of 10,000 members. Today,
our membership is just over 2,100. We ended 2013 with a membership
of 3,153.

Eighteen months ago, a decision was made by the Temple Association
to look at what our alternatives were for our continued operation. With
the assistance of B. J. Raposa, conversations were held with a local
engineering firm to see what our options were for this property. Through
those meetings, Ill John Drewett, Ill Mike Pender and Ill Carl
Gilmore and myself have met with Mr. Roger Anderson with the architec-
tural firm Gresham Smith and Mr. Troy Carter of Beacon Engineering.

I will tell you that the original idea was to sell the front part of our
property with the building and to build a smaller building on the back
property which is undeveloped. During those meetings, I have said

Personal
Representative

by Ill Russell B. Glendinning, 33°

Scottish Rite Address
December 14, 2020
The following presentation was made at
our last meeting and I wanted to make sure
that all members of the Valley know what
was said at that meeting.

Brethren, tonight my comments are
going to be different than they have been

This publication acknowledges authority and yields allegiance to the
Supreme Council A&A Scottish Rite, Southern Juirisdiction of which
Ill Richard G. Hoover, 33° is the Deputy in the Orient of Florida.
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General
Secretary
by Ill John E.

Drewett, 33°

2021 dues statements
has been mailed, kicking
off our 2021 dues sea-
son. As of this date there
are 67 members from
the Valley of Tampa who
have not paid their 2020

dues. The 2020 dues payments were to be paid no
later than December 31, 2019. Please remit $118.00
to the attention of the General Secretary at your
earliest convenience.

If for some reason you are having problems with
making the 2020 dues payment, please contact the
General Secretary for assistance at (813) 886-0578.
We will work with you in arranging a payment
schedule.

Payments & Contributions
Brethren, to make it easier for you to send in your
payment, you can go on our website:
www.tampascottishrite.org , click onto the Link
Payments & Contributions. We will receive your
payment and send out your 2020 dues card.

Thank you for being a loyal member by maintain-
ing your membership. 

Annual Installation of Officers

On January 11, 2021, we will install the officers
who will lead the Valley of Tampa into the new
year. Along with the officers of the four coordinate
bodies, we will also install the officers of the
Knights of St. Andrew, Knight Commander Court of
Honour Organization, Past Masters Organization,
Scottish Rite Guard, and our Scottish Rite Clubs.
The installation is open to all members, their fami-
lies, and friends. Dinner will be served beginning at
5:45 p.m. with the Installation to begin at 7:00 p.m. 

that I felt that we could operate with a building
approximately half the size that we have now
(50,000 square feet) but that was not a firm require-
ment. Mr. Anderson, after researching our current
situation, has presented a plan to building a 24,000
square foot building, not on the back part of the
property but rather in the NW quadrant of our
property, which is currently a part of the parking lot.
To give you some examples as to how a building of
24,000 square feet would compare to our existing
building, at the present time our auditorium (not
including the stage) is 5,990 square feet with 700
permanent seats. In a smaller building, it would be
2,800 square feet with seating for 350; this Lodge
Room is currently 3,815 square feet. It is anticipated
that it would be reduced to approximately 2,200
square feet. There will be other reductions in the
amount of space, but these two areas are perhaps the
most concern to many of us.

Gresham Smith has provided us with some “mass-
ing” options (architect’s language) of four different
conceptual designs and our options look good as to
what we could do with a 24,000 square foot building.

At the present time, we have met with one inter-
ested party in the property. Using Covid-19 protocols,
we met here in the Board Room with this individual.
We would retain ownership of the NW quadrant with
the appropriate ingress and egress and other consider-
ations. Please note, there are no offers on the table,
and nothing has been agreed to by anyone. It is under-
stood that any potential buyer will have a period of
time to do their due diligence. We have also contracted
with the property management firm of Cushman
Wakefield to appraise our property so that we know
what the fair market value is.

Brethren, I assure you that there will be no offer
accepted by the Temple Association until it has been
reviewed by our legal counsel, approved by the
Executive Committee and you, the members of the
Consistory and the Deputy in the Orient of Florida.

I know there are a lot of questions out there and I
know that once we leave here, the word will hit the
Masonic community as to what I have said tonight.
Brethren, I want to make it crystal clear, this is not a
Fire Sale, we are not going broke and looking to
close up shop. This is simply a prudent business
decision that needs to be made. We would not be
doing our fiduciary responsibilities if we buried our
head in the sand and did nothing. 
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Support your Scottish Rite Club

February   1 - Contributor deadline
February 10 - Office contributor deadline
February 12 - Transmit print file to our printer

Deadline for March/April Bulletin

Scottish Rite Clubs
Nature Coast Scottish Rite Club

Brooksville Elk's Lodge 2582
13383 County Line Road,

Spring Hill, FL  34609
Phone: (352) 686-9319

4th Wednesday every month at 6:00 p.m.
(except November & December )

North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
IHOP

30200 US Hwy. 19 N.,
Clearwater, FL  33761

2nd Tuesday every  month at 11:30 a.m.

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
Denny’s Restaurant

4999 34th St. & 50th Ave., N.
St. Petersburg, FL  33714

(727) 522-1552 to make reservations
1st Friday of the Month at 11:00 a.m.

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
Sahib Shriners Sahara Room

(July location TBA)
600 N. Beneva Road,
Sarasota, FL  34232

2nd Friday every month at 11:30 a.m.
Scottish Rite Club Building

240 S. Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, FL  34237

1st Wednesday in Feb., April & Oct. at 6:00 p.m.

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
Freedom Plaza Club

1010 American Eagle Blvd.,
Sun City Center, FL  33573

3rd Monday every  month at 11:30 a.m.
(Dark June, July, August & September)

Tampa Scottish Rite Club
Tampa Scottish Rite Masonic Center

5500 Memorial Hwy.,
Tampa, FL  33634

4th Wednesday every month at 12:00 p.m.
(except that we change to the 3rd Wednesday in

November and dispense with our December meeting).

2021  Valley Officers

Tampa Consistory
Master of Kadosh ......................Charles R. Jordan, 32° KCCH
Prior .............................................................. Petar Sibinkic, 32°
Preceptor .............................................Weldon C. Harrison, 32°
Chancellor .................................................. Jeffrey T. Sklet, 32°
Minister of State ................................. James W. Benjamin, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies .............................. Scott H. Lewis, 32°
Expert ...................................................... John N. Dragneff, 32°
Asst. Expert .......................................... James F. Charrette, 32°
Capt. Of the Guard ........................................ John K. Bush, 32°

Tampa Council of Kadosh
Commander ................................... Richard A. Vogt, 32° KCCH
1st Lt. Commander ..........................Paul D. Barber 32° KCCH
2nd Lt. Commander ................................. John A. Baldwin 32°
Chancellor ........................ John W. Westerman, III, 32° KCCH
Orator .................................................... William C. Klinke, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies ....................... Joseph A. Severino, 32°
Turcopilier ............................................... Gary W. Gordon, 32°
Draper ..................................................... Richard N. Leger, 32°
First Deacon................................................ V. Kirk Hinote, 32°
Second Deacon ................................ Jack W. Hampton, Jr., 32°
Bearer of Beausant .................................. Roy A. Chattelle, 32°
Bearer White Standard ............. Richard Whitmyer, 32° KCCH
Bearer Black Standard ................... Richard D. Burton, Jr., 32°
Lt. of the Guard .................................. Glenn H. Guterman, 32°

Tampa Chapter of Rose Croix
Wise Master ........................... Kenneth A. Carolan, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden .......................................... Paul A. Ippolito, 32°
Junior Warden ...................................... Robert J. Davis, Jr., 32°
Orator ....................................... Donald W. Cowart, 32° KCCH
Master of Ceremonies ............... Gregory L. Wynn, 32° KCCH
Expert ................................................. Michael E. Manning, 32°
Asst. Expert ................................................ Gary R. Roane, 32°
Standard Bearer .................................... Richard C. Brooks, 32°
Guardian of the Temple .............................. Rusty B. Valle, 32°

Tampa Lodge of Perfection
Venerable Master ..................................Douglas W. Dobbs,.32°
Senior Warden ...................................... Joseph A. Monday, 32°
Junior Warden ................................ Frederick R. Wendling, 32°
Orator ......................................................... Glen B. Bishop, 32°
Master of Ceremonies .............................. Tommy F. Tyner, 32°
Expert ...................................................... Charles R. Bailey, 32°
Asst. Expert ......................................Christopher G. Burns, 32°
Captain of the Host .............................. James R. McKiney, 32°

For the Four Coordinate Bodies
General Secretary ............................. Ill John E. Drewett, 33°
Treasurer ................................ Ill Michael R. Pender, Jr., 33°
Almoner ..................................... Charles D. Walter, 32° KCCH
Prelate ......................................... Ill A. Gary Cavanaugh, 33°
Tiler .................................................. Andres Morin, 32° KCCH
Associate Tiler ..................................... Stephen C. Murphy, 32°
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Brother Charles R.
“Chas” Jordan 32°
KCCH was elected to
serve as the Valley of
Tampa's Master of
Kadosh for the year
2021. Chas is a third
generation Mason who hails from Columbus, Ohio,
but has lived the majority of his life in Florida. He is a
graduate of Largo High School and went on to earn a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and a Master of
Public Administration from the University of North
Florida. He is a Senior Consultant for a solid waste
and public works management consulting firm based
here in Tampa and serves as its manager of operations.

Our Master of Kadosh petitioned Star Lodge No. 78
on his 21st birthday, his grandfather at his side. He
was raised a Master Mason by his grandfather and
raised his father to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason 15 years after he received his Fellow Craft
Degree. He is a dual member of Magnolia Lodge
No.53 in the District of Columbia where he served as
Worshipful Master in 2009. In 2010, he served Star
Lodge No. 78 as Worshipful Master. In 2011, MW
Jim J Harris appointed him to be his District Deputy
Grand Master in the 21st Masonic District (now the
18th District.)

Brother Jordan became a Master of the Royal
Secret in the Valley of Tampa on October 21, 2006. He
is currently the chairman of the Valley's Double Eagle
Program and has been a member of the Valley's Bud-
get Committee for over ten years, serving as Chairman
in 2020. He has been active in the Knights of St.
Andrew and is a member of multiple degree teams and
currently serving as the Degree Master for the 23rd
Degree. In 2019, he received the Rank and Dignity of
a Knight Commander of the Court of Honour.

If all of this is not enough, our Master of Kadosh
has served on the Board of Trustees of the Masonic
Home, has served as High Priest, Illustrious Master
and Commander in the York Rite, and has achieved
the rank of Knight of York Cross of Honor. Other
memberships include Knight Masons, Allied Masonic

Charles R.
Jordan, 32°

KCCH
Master of Kadosh

Our new Commander
was born in New Orleans,
Louisiana and grew up in
Dallas, Texas where he
joined Motherhood Chap-
ter, Order of DeMolay in
Farmers Branch, Texas in
1965. Brother Vogt is a
graduate of Loyola University with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Business. Following college, he served twelve years
in the United States Air Force. In the Air Force, he
flew B-52’s and later taught undergraduate pilot
training. After the Air Force, he was hired by North-
west Airlines where he flew both domestic and inter-
national routes. His favorite destination during that
time was Bangkok, Thailand. He retired from North-
west as a Captain, Instructor and Flight Examiner in
the Airbus A-320 and 319.

In 1993, he petitioned Medford Lodge No. 178
Medford, New Jersey and became a Master of the
Royal Secret in the Valley of South Jersey in 2008.
Upon moving to Florida in 2010 he affiliated with
DeSoto Lodge No. 105, where he has served in every
chair of the Lodge and served as Worshipful Master in
2020. He affiliated with the Valley of Tampa in 2011
and immediately got in the Council line. He currently
serves as the Degree Master of the 19th, 24th, 25th,
26th and 31st Degrees as well as Assistant Degree
Master of the 23rd Degree. For his untiring work and
efforts, he received the Rank and Dignity of a Knight

Richard A. Vogt,
32° KCCH
Commander

of the Council

Degrees, the York Rite College and Royal Order of
Scotland. He currently serves on the Advisory Board
of Largo Rainbow Assembly, Secretary of the Pinellas
Shrine Club, and an active Shriner in Egypt Shrine for
over twelve years.

In his spare time, Chas enjoys spending time
with his wife Lisa and his daughter Brianna. This
includes kayaking, camping, Girl Scout events, trips
to see the Rays play, Gator football, trips to Disney
and traveling. 

... continued on page 7
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Member
Education &

Director of  Work
by Casey A. Fletcher, 33°

As explored in previ-
ous missives, Stoic
philosophy had its origin
in Zeno of Citium (334
BCE- 262 BCE). He
founded a Stoic School
in Athens around 300

BCE. Through a succession of leaders, students,
followers and practitioners, the philosophy contin-
ued to develop for centuries through the life of the
Roman emperor, Marcus Aurelius (121-180 CE),
who was known as the Philosopher King.

The Stoics were concerned, as are Masons, with
how to live a life of virtue; to be able to address
realities so we may live a happy life. Theirs was not
an academic pursuit, per se; neither was their course
of action to learn to resign oneself to conditions
beyond control or influence. Theirs was a pursuit to
become better men, citizens and family members.
Their pursuit was an “act of turning words into
works.”

Posidonius of Syria (135-51 BCE) exemplified
that Stoics and philosophers were consumed with
more than proofs or debate. He illustrated a virtue
of curiosity, a fascination with the complex world
around us, that we “can and should learn wisdom
from everything.” He asserted, “the more (we)
experience, the more (we) learn and, paradoxically,
the more humbled (we) are by the endless amounts
of knowledge that remain in front of (us).”

He advised to be wary of ambition and to avoid
mob-thinking and impulses (think of the 3rd Degree
and the 9th and 10th Degrees in the AASR.) He
advocated independent thinking, admonishing to
avoid the “aristocratic elites” who are “surrounded
by a bubble of their own like minds.”

The 4th Degree, Secret Master, instructs us that
“if we seek to find Truth, we should study philoso-
phy and logic. Their rules and syllogisms will help
us separate truth from falsehood. When we can do
this, we will be able to form our own opinions
without having to rely on what others' opinions.”

Finally, Posidonius, like all Stoics, recommended
good habits and lifestyles—they are “checks against

the irrational part of the soul and the world.” He
asserted, “philosophy is meant to be lived.”

Stoicism requires disciplined thought, action and
perseverance. The word itself means impassive,
enduring and patient. So it is with Masonic ritual;
we learn to subdue our passions, practice good
habits and consider our duties in life.

Our ancient brethren read and studied Stoicism;
they concealed much stoic philosophy and wisdom,
in plain sight, within our Work.

We are endeavoring to schedule a degree for our
February 8 meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

Coming Masonic Events
Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may

attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The
Executive Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m.,
Dinner time is 5:45 p.m. and regular meetings at
7:00 p.m. and cost is $10 unless otherwise noted.
Be sure to make your dinner reservations Thursday
prior to the Monday Meeting. Visit the Valley of
Tampa Website for the latest information on meet-
ings and events.

January 11, 2021:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Annual Installation of Officers
House Salad, Dinner Rolls, Grill Chicken Alfredo,
Served over Fettuccini, Sopa Tuscana, Chocolate
Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade

February 8, 2021:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Presentation of Patents and Double Eagle Awards
House salad, Dinner Rolls, Meat Loaf, Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans, Pudding Cups, Coffee, Tea,
Lemonade  

Email Addresses

We want you to receive our regular communica-
tions, please make sure that the General Secretary's
office has your most current email address. Send
updates to generalsecretary@srtampa.org 
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Prelate
by A. Gary

Cavanaugh, 33°

Don't look back!
Press On

Not that I have al-
ready obtained all this,
or have already arrived
at my goal, but I press on
to take hold of that for
which God took hold of
me.  Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward.

Philippians 3: 12-14 (NIV)

 Today is the first day of the year. Many of us are
looking forward to the start of this New Year. For a
lot of reasons this has been a hard year for a lot of
people. Today is a day commonly reserved for
resolutions for the New Year. It is a time for serious
reflection of where our life has been, where it is,
and where we want it to be. Deep down inside we
know that our lives are not all doomed to fate. We
know that our attitudes and actions have an effect
on what direction our life goes.

Paul is describing the process he goes through. I
believe it is a process we should go through daily,
but New Year's Day is a great day to start. The first
thing Paul admits is that he hasn’t already obtained
perfection. We need to understand that God is
alright with our flaws. He doesn’t condone our
sinfulness. He knows what effect sin has on our
lives and forgives us if we believe. It is OK that
you are not where you thought you would be at this
point in time. None of us is. But here is the most
important part! Paul says, “But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind…”  My Brothers this is
a key thought. Paul is saying that there can be no
significant improvement in his life until he forgets
what is behind. What he is saying is that he must
forgive and forget what lies behind before he can
move forward.

If there is one thing we must do today, it is to go
through the process of true repentance. If God has
forgiven and forgotten our sins, why do we con-

tinue to carry them around? All they do is drag us
down and make us feel like nothing can change in
our lives. Right now, let’s stop for a minute and
reflect on the last year. Let’s give up any ugliness
that still hides there and place it on the cross. Now,
let’s walk away in the freedom of that forgiveness.
Feel the load being removed from your shoul-
ders?!?! Stop! Do not look back again! Never look
back again! God has forgotten our sins and it is time
for us to forget them too. Have you truly “forgotten
what is behind?”

Paul says that now that he has forgotten what lies
behind he “strains toward what is ahead.” He
presses on! The imagery here is of a runner strain-
ing for the finish line. As we look to the coming
year, Paul tells us not to be dragged along through
time but to strain toward goals and plans that we
have made. Here is where successful resolutions are
made. Now that we have let go of the dead weight
of the past we can move forward toward the things
we want for the New Year. If it is not already on our
resolution list, we need to add that we will strive to
be more Firmly Rooted in God’s Word this New
Year. Paul places first on his list his spiritual resolu-
tions and I think we should too. It will be tough to
get our physical resolutions going right if our spiri-
tual ones are not in place. Let’s agree to put spiritual
things first and may they be the guiding words to your
resolution process today and into the New Year.

May God richly bless your New Year! 

...continued from Page 5 – Richard A. Vogt, 32° KCCH

Commander of the Court of Honour in 2017. This
year, he will also serve as Commander of the Valley's
KCCH Organization.

Brother Rick has been married to Denise for over
forty-two years and they have three grown children
and four grandchildren. One of his great pleasures now
is helping to coach his grandson’s Little League
baseball team. Prior to his current coaching stint, he
coached both his sons in baseball and his daughter in
softball. In his spare time, our Commander likes to
play golf, camp in his RV and cruise on his boat
around Tampa Bay and the Intercoastal. 



In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out
to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that
which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell,
and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’
from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot
face to face when I have crossed the bar.”  – Tennyson
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9/11/20 age 87
Tampa, FL
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09/05/20 age 85
St. Petersburg, FL
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Ronald A. Johnson, 32°
12/01/20 age 75
Punta Gorda, FL

Bufford T. Jolly, KCCH
10/30/20 age 83
Gaffney, SC

Walter E. Lander, KCCH
11/18/20 age 99
Sarasota, FL

Patrick A. Lindner, 32°
8/07/20 age 71
Dade City, FL

Robert L. Litwin, 32°
8/07/20 age 90
Marion, NC

Joseph C. Livermore, 32°
09/08/20 age 84
Prospect, TN
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Gary G. Loser, 32°
8/20/20 age 77
Lake Alfred, FL

Toney R. Scott, 32°
10/09/20 age 88
Jerseyville, IL

Harold T. Spaw, 32°
1/09/20 age 83
Wesley Chapel, FL

Mark L Tallent 32°
10/16/20 age 76
Spring Hill, FL

Thomas P. Walden, 32°
9/10/20 age 80
St. Petersburg, FL

Gerald D. Williams, 32°
8/23/20 age 81
Winter Haven, FL


