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The Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida helps
children with learning disabilities by supporting 14
clinics located throughout the entire state of Florida.
It depends upon donations made by corporations
and individuals, most of whom are members of the
Scottish Rite, their families, or friends.

The current annual commitment made to these
clinics is $260,000 with $125,000 of that earmarked
to the 7 clinics run by John Hopkins/All Children's
Hospital. The balance goes to the other 7 various
clinics. This means we need to raise $269,500 to
cover our commitment to the clinics plus the mini-
mal necessary expenses.

The fiscal year just ended on June 30, 2021. Our
Valley of Tampa managed to achieve only 76.31%
of our $85,000 goal. That means we needed to short
the clinics by over $20,000 just from our Valley's
shortfall. In many prior years we were able to meet
our goal due to some bequests left to the foundation
from our deceased Brothers and families. This year
those bequests were not there to cover our shortage.

I'd like to thank all of those who have given in
the past and especially thank you for continuing
your support in the future. Our commitment to the
children is ongoing. Our pledge as a Valley, and as
individual members of the Scottish Rite, is ongoing.
Our Valley's goal for this fiscal year, July 1, 2021 -
June 30, 2022, is $85,000. Everyone is encouraged
to help in any way possible.

Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida
by Jeff Pick 32° KCCH, Trustee, Valley of Tampa

Some ways you can help:
1. Leave a bequest in your will for either a specific

amount or the "remainder" of your estate after all
of your named beneficiaries' bequests have been
satisfied. (NOTE: If you do not have a Florida
will or it has been years since it has been up-
dated you are advised to see a qualified advisor
for information about wills).

2. Ask a corporation to make a donation to the
Scottish Rite Foundation of Florida, a 501(c)3
non profit charity. Most large corporations are
very generous about helping local charities.

3. Support the direct mail campaign (if you don't
take the free gift, it helps the foundation).

4. Log onto: smile.Amazon.com to set up The
Scottish Rite Foundation of FLORIDA as your
chosen charity at Amazon for you and your
friends. There is no cost to you and the founda-
tion will get .5% of the sales price of your pur-
chases. Encourage everyone to do it.

5. Come along on a Scottish Rite Foundation cruise
with your friends, family, and Brothers.

6. There is a line on your dues bill for an optional
donation to the foundation - add what you can.

7. Mail a check to the office in Tampa, or present it
at a Consistory meeting

8. Ask your family to request, upon your passing, that
donations be made to the SRF in lieu of flowers
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our current location with a brand new building better fitted for our current
needs. As this is being written, nothing has been agreed to by anyone but
our negotiating the details is moving forward. I would like to reiterate that
no proposal will be approved without the approval of the membership at a
monthly Consistory meeting.

 Our Fall Reunion is still on the calendar for October 16 and 23. Our
Degree teams are practicing, and we project some great dramatic presenta-
tions from them. There is still time to get your candidates in this Reunion
but we need to act swiftly.

 It has been a pleasure to see some of our members feeling confident to
return to our monthly meetings. I certainly hope that this will continue as
your absence was felt at the Valley but certainly understood. That being
said, we have begun taking temperatures as you enter the Masonic Center.
In addition, the wear of a mask is voluntary. If you feel safer wearing a
mask, please do so. In addition, if you are not feeling well or think you may
have Covid symptoms, please stay home and take care of yourself.

 In closing, Brethren, we look forward to your return to the Valley as you
feel comfortable in doing so. This is a personal decision that we all have to
make and your decision is respected by everyone. 

Personal
Representative

by Ill Russell B. Glendinning, 33°

Brethren: In December 2020, it was
announced that the Temple Association was
beginning to look into the prospects of doing
something with our current property and
building. We have been working on this
project since that time and we may very well
be near reaching a satisfactory deal with a
local developer that will allow us to stay at

This publication acknowledges authority and yields allegiance to the
Supreme Council A&A Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction of which
Ill Richard G. Hoover, 33° is the Deputy in the Orient of Florida.

Grand Lodge Appointments

 The Valley of Tampa is proud of the following Brothers (these were left
out of the list in last month’s Bulletin) who have been elected or appointed
to serve the Grand Lodge of Florida this year:

Grand Lodge Officers

District Deputies and Instructors
Rick Vogt, 32° ................... DI, 20th District
Jeremy Leslie, 32° ............. DI, 21st District
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General
Secretary

by Scott McAlister, 32°
KCCH

Brethren: I’m honored to
have been appointed to
serve as your General
Secretary. I would like
to thank Ill. John E.
Drewett, 33°, for ten and
a half years of dedicated

service to the Valley of Tampa and wish him well in
his much-deserved retirement. John left some big
shoes to fill, and I will do my best to fill them.

By the time you read this, you should have
received your dues notice for 2022 from the Su-
preme Council. Please pay your dues promptly.
They are the life blood of the Valley of Tampa. If
you need assistance paying your dues, please contact
the office and we will do what we can to assist you.

Did you know that you can pay your dues online
by credit card?  Just go to our website:

www.tampascottishrite.org
Go to Membership > Payments and Contributions

You can even pay last year’s dues or become a
Perpetual Member.

You can sign up for the dues auto-renewal pro-
gram by going to the Supreme Council website,
www.scottishrite.org, log into the Member Portal
and click Pay Dues.

If there's anything this office can do to assist you,
please don't hesitate to contact us. 

2021 Honors Announced
It is with a great deal of pleasure that we formally

announce and congratulate the following brothers for
being elected by the Supreme Council to receive the
following Scottish Rite Honors at Honors Weekend in
November.

Thirty-third Inspectors
General Honorary

Scott McAlister 32° KCCH
Charles C. Osborne, 32° KCCH

Jeffrey M. Pick, 32° KCCH
Gary C. Schweinshaupt, 32° KCCH

Knight Commanders of
the Court of Honour

John A. Baldwin, 32°
James W. Benjamin, 32°

Glen B. Bishop, 32°
Michael S. Griffin, 32°
Jack W. Hampton, 32°
William C. Klinke, 32°
Robert J. Lambert, 32°

Anthony L. Pickren, 32°
Tom F. Tyner, 32°

Frederick R. Wendling, 32°

These honors will be conferred on November 13 in
the Valley of Tampa. While the Thirty-third Corona-
tion is open to 33rd Degree Scottish Rite Masons only,
the KCCH Investiture is open to anyone who would
like to see it. Please contact the General Secretary for
details on these events. 

9. If you are a Major Donor, proudly wear your
Major Donor lapel pin, everywhere. It may start
a discussion which will let you talk about the
foundation.
Speaking of recognition, donors who are Scottish

Rite members can earn some Double Eagle points
each year for making a donation to the SRF. Mem-
bers AND NON MEMBERS can also gain Major
Donor recognition for reaching different levels of
total lifetime giving to the foundation. Recognition
includes (for members) double eagle bars, (for
members & non members, the following ) different

...continued from Page 1 – Scottish Rite Foundation

lapel pins depending upon level reached, and a
nameplate on the Major Donor plaques in the lobby.
Again, there are different plaques depending upon
level of lifetime donations. Recognition starts at
only $1,000 in cumulative lifetime donations.

This is our foundation, yours and mine. When we
joined the Scottish Rite we joined a marvelous
organization with benefits including wonderful
fellowship and great Masonic education, but we
also inherited a responsibility to support our foun-
dation to the best of our ability.

... continued on page 5
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Support your Scottish Rite Club

October   4 - Contributor deadline
October 13 - Office contributor deadline
October 15 - Transmit print file to our printer

Deadline for Nov./Dec. Bulletin

Scottish Rite Clubs
Nature Coast Scottish Rite Club

Brooksville Elk's Lodge 2582
13383 County Line Road,

Spring Hill, FL  34609
Phone: (352) 678-1019

4th Wednesday every month at 6:00 p.m.
(Dark during November & December )
North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club

IHOP
30200 US Hwy. 19 N.,
Clearwater, FL  33761
Phone: (727) 937-2649

2nd Tuesday every month at 11:30 a.m.

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
Denny’s Restaurant

4999 34th St. & 50th Ave., N.
St. Petersburg, FL  33714

(727) 475-9188 to make reservations
1st Friday of the Month at 10:00 a.m.

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
Sahib Shriners - Sahara Room

(July location TBA)
600 N. Beneva Road,
Sarasota, FL  34232

2nd Friday every month at 11:30 a.m.
Scottish Rite Club Building

240 S. Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, FL  34237

1st Wednesday in Feb., April, Oct. & Nov. at 6:00 p.m.

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
Freedom Plaza Club

1010 American Eagle Blvd.,
Sun City Center, FL  33573

Phone: (813) 758-2787
3rd Monday every  month at 11:30 a.m.
(Dark June, July, August & September)

Tampa Scottish Rite Club
Tampa Scottish Rite Masonic Center

5500 Memorial Hwy.,
Tampa, FL  33634

Phone: (813) 368-3878
4th Wednesday every month at 12:00 p.m.

Tri-County Scottish Rite Club
 Lake Wales Masonic Lodge No. 242

660 S. 9th St.,
Lake Wales, FL 33853
Phone: (863) 528-6191

4th Thursday Jan. Mar., May, July, Sept. Nov. at 7:00 p.m.

292nd  Reunion Schedule
Day One - Saturday, Oct. 16, 2021

  7:00 a.m. Assembly - Opening Ceremonies - Open LofP
  7:15 a.m. 4° Secret Master - confer
  8:07 a.m. Member/Class Education
  8:47 a.m. 5° Perfect Master  - confer
  9:37 a.m. 6° Confidential Secretary - communicate
  9:43 a.m. 7° Provost & Judge - confer
10:08 a.m. 8° Intendant of the Building - communicate
10:14 a.m. 9° & 10° Elu of the Nine & Fifteen - communicate
10:20 a.m. Break
10:35 a.m. 11°  Elu of the Twelve - communicate
10:41 a.m. 12°  Master Architect - confer
11:08 a.m. 13° Royal Lodge of Solomon - communicate
11:14 a.m. 14° Perfect Elu - confer
12:27 p.m. Class photo before lunch & lunch
  1:27 p.m. 15° Knight of East, Sword or Eagle - communicate
  1:33 p.m. 16° Prince of Jerusalem - communicate
  1:39 p.m. 17° Knight of the East & West - communicate
  1:45 p.m. Reports and Patent Presentations
  2:15 p.m. Break
  2:25 p.m. 18° Knight Rose Croix - confer
  3:50 p.m. Close Chapter - announcements in auditorium
  4:05 p.m. Scheduled end time

Day Two - Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021
  7:00 a.m. Open Council - Elect Officers and reports
  7:15 a.m. Member/Class Education
  7:55 a.m. 19° Grand Pontiff - communicate
  8:01 a.m. 20° Master of Symbolic Lodge - confer
  8:07 a.m. 21° Noahchite or Prussian Knight - communicate
  8:57 a.m. Break
  9:07 a.m. 22° Knight Royal Axe/P of Libanus - confer
  9:32 a.m. 23° Chief of the Tabernacle - communicate
  9:38 a.m. Break
  9:48 a.m. 24° Prince of Tabernacle - confer
10:36 a.m. 25° Knight of the Brazen Serpent - communicate
10:42 a.m. 26° Prince of Mercy/

      Scot' Trinitarian - communicate
10:48 a.m. Break
10:58 a.m. 27° Knight of Sun, Prince Adept - confer (in Lodge)
11:48 a.m. 28° Knight Commander of Temple - communicate
11:54 a.m. Lunch
12:54 p.m. 29° Scot' Kt of St. Andrew - confer
  1:49 p.m. Break



September - October 2021 Page 5

The Scottish Rite Foundation Helps Children

  2:04 p.m. 30° Knight Kadosh - confer
  3:14 p.m. Break
  3:19 p.m. Close Council; open Consistory in Lodge Room
  3:29 p.m. 31° Inspector-Inquisitor - communicate
  3:35 p.m. 32° Master of the Royal Secret - confer
  4:50 p.m. Consecration and Closing in lodge room
  5:20 p.m. Scheduled end time 

Maybe.
Maybe not.

by PJ Roup, 33°, Editor, Active for Pennsylvania

There is a story from days gone by about a
farmer whose horse had run off just as harvest was
beginning. That evening, when news had spread
through the village, his neighbors came around to
express their condolences. “How terrible for you,”
they said.

“Maybe. Maybe not,” the old farmer replied.
The next day as he was tending his fields, he

spotted his horse on the horizon coming back to-
ward the village. Following it home were seven
other wild horses.

Again, the news spread throughout the village.
The neighbors again stopped by, this time to cel-
ebrate his luck. “How fortunate you are,” they said.

“Maybe. Maybe not,” the old farmer said again.
The following day, the farmer’s son was attempt-

ing to break one of the new stallions. The wild
horse bucked him off. When he was thrown from
the horse, he broke his leg.

The neighbors, as neighbors do, came to visit
again. They all expressed their sympathy. After all,
losing one of your best workers at harvest time was
a terrible misfortune.

“Maybe. Maybe not,” said the farmer.
The next day, the army passed through the village

conscripting all of the ablebodied men for military
service. The farmer’s son was exempted because of
the injury he had sustained.

In the midst of the seemingly neverending crisis
that we are all enduring, we can be tempted to look
at the dark side of things; it is difficult to see the
positive in times of strife. It is easier to take stock
of life today in terms of what we no longer have or
what we cannot do. We are, as a species, creatures
of comfort and habit, and to some extent, both of
those were taken from us suddenly.

As Masons, we can grouse about not having
meetings, dinners, rehearsals, and reunions. Those
are huge parts of our culture, and their absences
leaves a large void in our schedules as well as our
hearts. The bright side is that we have been able to
pivot as an organization. We have learned new ways
to connect with each other. Our Virtual Reunions
brought over 1,000 new members to the Rite, and
thousands more have reconnected through Thursday
Night at the Rite and various Valley-sponsored
virtual events. Those are all positives for you and
your Rite.

There is no maybe about it.
Source: Reprinted by permission from Scottish

Rite NJ “The Northern Light” Magazine, February
2021. 

Please note: our foundation is the Scottish Rite
Foundation of FLORIDA. There are many other
Scottish Rite Foundations, but as members in
FLORIDA, we want to help the kids in FLORIDA.

As a 501(c)3 non profit charity, the Scottish Rite
Foundation is a perfect choice for those individuals
over the age of 70 1/2 who are required to make
annual disbursements from their individual IRA
accounts. It is most definitely a WIN-WIN opportu-
nity for the foundation and the individual who by
law needs to make an annual disbursement.

Please note that 97 cents out of every dollar
donated goes directly to the programs at the clinics
to help the kids. That means that the Scottish Rite
Foundation's total expenses is only 3%. If you'll
check with other charities you will see that is a
remarkable achievement!

If I can answer any questions for you feel free to
contact me at: 2021.ddgm.23@gmail.com 

Knight of the Double Eagles
Point Totals

Current Knight of the Double Eagles Point Totals
may be viewed on the Scottish Rite Web page
www.tampascottishrite.org, in the Membership
Menu under Honors > Knight of the Double
Eagle. 

...continued from Page 3 – Scottish Rite Foundation
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Member
Education &

Director of  Work
by Casey A. Fletcher, 33°

Secrecy and Silence

Degree Work
Elsewhere in this Bulle-
tin is the first draft of the
Fall Reunion scheduled
for October 16 and 23. It

is subject to confirmation by the Degree Masters.
The 6th Degree (Confidential Secretary) and 16th

Degree (Prince of Jerusalem) need to be reconsti-
tuted. The former is a short degree (25 minutes) and
is destined for our March monthly meeting. Several
Brethren have a copy of the adopted ritual for
evaluation. Theatrical skills are important in this
Degree – Solomon and King Hiram have an ex-
change that must be in character. The 16th Degree
has a large cast and necessitates a lot of practice. It
is normally a Fall Reunion Degree (but not this
Fall). Please contact me if you wish to assume
leadership for either of these degrees.

Additionally, please send me your contact infor-
mation if you are interested in ritual work. I will
endeavor to find a degree team in your vicinity.
Substantially every team needs help. Many need
successor or understudy ritualists, especially for
major roles.

Degrees scheduled for the rest of the year are:
25th Degree, Knight of the Brazen Serpent -

  September 13
  7th Degree, Provost and Judge - December 13

Investigating the origins of our Work
Studying Masonic ritual and philosophy often
encourages the reading of history and ancient litera-
ture. We come to discern what our ancient Brethren
may have studied to develop our Work. We may
become “richer” when we go back to original
sources.

Marcus Porcius Cato (95-46 BCE), referred to as
Cato the Younger, was discussed in the AASR
article of the March Sands Magazine and in March-
April edition of this Bulletin. He was a historical
figure our predecessors studied. His character was
to be admired and emulated.

Coming Masonic Events
Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may

attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The
Executive Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m.,
Dinner time is 5:45 p.m. and regular meetings at
7:00 p.m. and cost is $10 unless otherwise noted.
Be sure to make your dinner reservations Thursday
prior to the Monday Meeting. Visit the Valley of
Tampa Website for the latest information on meet-
ings and events.

September 13, 2021:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Remembrance and Renewal Program
Education Program - 25th Degree, Knight of the
      Brazen Serpent will be conferred.
House Salad, Dinner Rolls, Chicken Parmesan,
Roasted Potatoes, Vegetable Blend, Cup Cakes,
Coffee, Tea, Lemonade.

Octpber 11, 2021:
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Open Meeting
Feast of Tishri
Dinner Rolls, Chicken Teriyaki, Fried Rice, Egg
Rolls, Chocolate Cake, Coffee, Tea, Lemonade. 

Cato recently was “discovered” in an ancient
writing. He appears in the Purgatorio of the Divine
Comedy written by Dante Alighieri (1265-1321
CE). This work is a poem deemed to be a classic
among literary scholars.

Dante placed Cato as the “guardian,” Masons
might call him the “tiler,” at the base of the island
on which Purgatory rose. Cato’s role was to ascer-
tain new arrivals had sufficient humility before
commencing their climb through Purgatory. He
provided instruction on the four cardinal virtues to
prepare them for that journey. Cato’s role in the
Comedy has a familiar ring to it. Our predecessors
probably read it and would encourage us to do so.
Indeed, it is included among the works Albert Pike
used in writing Morals and Dogma. 
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Sovereign
Grand

Commander
Southern

Jurisdiction
by Ill James D. Cole, 33º

Shadows

It was a beautiful,
cloudless day at the
beach. The tide ebbed
and flowed, and chil-
dren built little sandcastles or played in the water.
As I walked along, I tried to soak in the blessings
provided by the Creator of the world.

“Move, Dad!” said my daughter in an annoyed
tone, shattering my silent celebration. I soon learned
my offense was that, by standing near her, I had
created a shadow, blocking the sunlight as she
reclined in a beach chair.

The Cambridge Dictionary defines shadow as “an
area of darkness, caused by light being blocked by
something.”

As our society takes its first tentative steps out of
“the shadows” of the past year or so, perhaps we
might reflect upon what is needed to create a
shadow. If darkness is the absence of light, then a
shadow is the temporary darkness caused by inter-
ference with the light’s source. A shadow only
occurs when there is both the presence of light and a
source of interference.

Most children at one time or another play with
shadows. Sometimes their shadows are friends, and
at other times even an enemy in an imaginary fight.
Adults, perhaps unknowingly, continue our special
relationships with shadows.

Some days, we allow people, situations, or
objects to block the sunshine temporarily from our
lives. We too often focus on the shadows and over-
look the light that still exists. If we could simply
realize that the shadow is the result of the interfer-
ence of light, then we might also realize that we at
least still have the light available to us.

You see, like much of life, the story of the
shadow is all about perspective. If I stand on a spot
during a sunny day, I will cast a shadow. If I do not
move, ultimately the shadow still moves because
the sun, the source of light, moves unimpeded by

me. If I leave the area, the shadow leaves. In this
sense, the shadow is within my control.

When we find ourselves in a shadow, we must
remember that by simply moving, by changing our
perspective relative to the light, we can realize that
we are not in darkness, but simply caught in a
shadow. If we remove the interference, or shift away
from it, the light returns; the shadow and the tempo-
rary darkness flee. Some days, through our actions
or by placing ourselves as an object in someone’s
path, we create a shadow. It might be our harsh
reply, an irritated look, an obstinate opinion… or,
more importantly, it might even be our unwilling-
ness to accept another person’s perspective. Our
actions, attitude, and willingness to listen are, like
the shadow we cast, within our control.

Perhaps today we can all agree to avoid blocking
someone’s light. After all, my daughter simply
needed me to change my position by a foot or so to
allow her the light she desired. Is it too much to ask
that we care enough for others to shift just a bit,
thereby removing a shadow and lightening their day?

Would such an approach to life not create appre-
ciation from the Source of all Light?

Source: Reprinted by permission from Scottish
Rite Journal SJ Magazine, July/August 2021. 

The Scottish Rite Bodies, Valley of Tampa will
celebrate the Feast of Tishri on Monday, October 11.
Dinner will be served beginning at 5:45 p.m. in the
Banquet Hall with the Program to follow in the Lodge
Room to be announced.

The Book of Leviticus tells us that the Feast of
Tishri (also known as the Feast of the Tabernacle
and/or The Feast of Succoth) was started when God
commanded Moses that “… in the fifteenth day of
the seventh month, when ye shall  have gathered in
the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the
Lord seven days.” Thus it was originally a harvest
or gathering festival, and a time to give thanks.

This feast was still held in the time of King
Solomon to the extent that he timed the dedication
of the Temple to coincide with it. As Scottish Rite
Masons, it is considered an obligatory observance
under the Statutes of the Supreme Council, as a
sharing of our fraternal spirit, and a reaffirmation of
our dedication to the principles of the Scottish Rite. 

The Feast of Tishri



In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out
to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that
which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell,
and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’
from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot
face to face when I have crossed the bar.”  – Tennyson
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12/23/2020, age 69
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10/4/2019, age 94
Lakeland, FL
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Ocala, FL

William C. Cobb, 32° KCCH
8/1/2021, age 79
Tampa, FL

William B. Garrett, Sr., 32° KCCH
7/25/2021, age 81
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Robert L. Jirel, Sr., 32°
10/16/2017, age 85
Aiken, SC
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Curtis L. Sutton, 32°
6/30/2021, age 88
New Port Richey, FL

Edward Burnsed, 32°
7/24/2021, age 98
Lakeland, FL

Alfred E. Cobb, 32°
1/14/2021, age 90
Taylorsville, NC

Delmer D. Tanner, 32°
6/5/2021, age 83
Lakeland, FL


