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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Valley of Tampa, Orient of Florida

294th Reunion March 19, 2022
Memorial Class Honoring
Ill. Thede Tooma, 33°

Officers of the Bodies and Distinguished Brothers
First Row (l-r): A. Gary Cavanaugh, 33°; Louie A. King, 33° (PGM); Casey Fletcher, 33°, Director of Work;
Dale I. Goehrig, 33° (PSGIG); James D. Cole, 33°, SGIG at-Large; Richard G. Hoover, 33°, SGIG in the Orient of Florida;
Scott McAlister, 33°, General Secretary; Gerald M. Lee, 33°, Class Room Director;
John E. Drewett, 33°, General Secretary Emeritus; Stephen B. Jacobson, 33°; Charles C. Osborne, 33°

Class Members
Ariel Almedia; Alexis Alonso Astengo; Channing Applegarth; Alien Armenteros; James M. Bahm; Jess Baldridge; Dennis J. Barefield;
John T. Bast III; Mark K. Beauchamp; Mark M. Beauchamp; Terry C. Bibbins; James D. Briggs; Joshua A. Brooks; Randall J. Butsch;
Ramiro Calvo; Ritch A. Carroll; Richard A. Corson; Paul A. Crothers; Adrian Delgado; Jose M. Delgado; William B. Dowden;
Dwight C. DuBoice; James B. Ellis; James M. Fagan; Stephen M. Felder; Jose A. Figueredo; Fernando O. Gonzalez;
Michael W. Gonzalez; Ryan S. Greiner; Thomas E. Haber; Jimmie E. Hamrick; Juan C. Heredia; Roberto Hernandez; Orlando R.
Hernandez Martinez; Richard A. Hoover; John T. R. Howell; Matthew A. Huebner; Robert E. Jefferson; Richard A. Johnson;
Michael S. Jones; Carlton S. Kennedy; Mark J. Kinsey; Travis L. Kinsey; Philip F. Kreiger; Richard H. Kyllonen; Carl E. Lavin; James
M. Lowrance; Luis E. Lugo Rodriguez; Luis E. Lugo Otero; Jesus G. Marino; Samuel McPherson; Douglas W. Moriairty;
Gage N. Nicholas; Donald F. Olmsted Jr.; David E. Parker; Yonlys O. Pena; Jaime A. Perez; Elvis A. Petit; Anthony G. Petramala;
Robert V. Pittman; Alexis D. Quiala Tamayo; Raymond V. Rankl; Bradly J. Ranney; Isnel Rawlins; Brian M. Reapp; Anthony L. Sauls;
Kenneth L. Tutor; Juan G. Valdes; Dennis G. Vallianos; Lukas Vanagaitis; Michael V. Vaughn; Robert M. Welch; Kenneth L. Williams;
Andrew Windsor; Walter T. Wingo Jr.; Willliam L. Wogh; Clifford A. Wright; Zachery A. Zukoski
Ft. Myers: Ryan L. Danis; Dustin HC Feindel; Robert P. Gaitens; Eric Garcia; Rueben R. Johnson; Kyle D. Lambert; Garrett E.
Melton; Charles W. Nunez; David K. Preston; Patrick O'Toole Rodriquez; Andrew Silvia; Eric Strautins; Kenneth J. Vince; Brian H.
Wright; John H. Yates Jacksonville: Howard S. Clark, Sr.; Brian D. Ebel Miami: Dragos Sprinceana Ocala: William L. Smith Jr.;
Jesse P. Samaroo, Jr. Orlando: John D. Dibble; Robert E. Dibble; Joseph Rosado; Preston K. Weis; Herman E. Zito
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Russell B. Glendinning, 33°
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Petar Sibinkic, 32°
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Paul A. Ippolito, 32°
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Joseph A. Monday, 32°
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Weldon C. Harrison, 32°
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Michael R. Pender, Jr., 33°
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Perry D. Batson, 32°
James W. Benjamin, 32° KCCH
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John E. Drewett, 33°
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Michael R. Pender, Jr., 33°
Treasurer
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Charles D. Walter, 32° KCCH
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Casey A. Fletcher, 33°
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Richard Alan Vogt, 32° KCCH
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Gary C. Schweinshaupt, 33º
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Brethren: As I write this article for The
Bulletin, I could not be prouder of our
Brothers in the Valley of Tampa. As many
of you know, in March, we held the last
Reunion in our current location and also
held our Annual Feast of Kadosh, on the
same day. There is a lot of work doing
just one of these activities, but to do them
both on the same day was a monumental task. You, our Brothers were
responsible for 78 new Masters of the Royal Secret in the Valley.
Thank you all who were the first and second line signers on those
petitions and encouraging your brethren to advance their Masonic
knowledge.
I also want to thank Ill Scott McAlister, 33°, General Secretary
and Trish Warhul, our Administrative Assistant, in pulling together all
of the details in organizing our Feast of Kadosh. We had 160+ brethren and their ladies with us that night for a wonderful feast and to hear
our Sovereign Grand Commander, Ill James Cole, 33° and his words
of wisdom. Thank you Grand Commander for taking the time out of
your busy schedule to be with us for the Feast and for our Reunion.
We were honored to have with us RW Robert Lambert, 32°
KCCH, Deputy Grand Master, RW Glen Bishop, 32° KCCH,
Senior Grand Warden and RW Donald Cowart, 32° KCCH, Junior
Grand Warden. To our Grand Lodge officers, thank you for your
continued support of the Scottish Rite and the Valley of Tampa.
Last, and certainly not least, a big thank you to Brother Paul Barber,
32° KCCH, the Commander of the Council and his officers for participating in the various toasts that are given at the Feast.
In this issue of the Bulletin, you will find our meeting dates and
locations through the balance of the year. Brethren, I ask that you
please pay attention to this information as we take the Valley on the
road for the rest of 2022. I know that for some of our Brothers, the
travel distance will be greater than when we held our monthly meetings at 5500 Memorial Highway. Perhaps this would be a good time to
carpool to some of the locations, making the trip enjoyable. During
this time of transition, please stay as active as possible by continuing
to attend our monthly meetings. We have some great Lodges that have
agreed to let us use their buildings and visiting other Masonic Lodges
can be interesting and informative in and of itself. We will be serving
dinner at these locations at 5:45 p.m.. The meals will be prepared by
the host Lodge so I encourage everyone to make dinner reservations so
This publication acknowledges authority and yields allegiance to the
Supreme Council A&A Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction of which
Ill Richard G. Hoover, 33° is Sovereign Grand Inspector General in the
Orient of Florida.
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that our hosts will have an accurate count as to how
many meals to prepare.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
members of the Sarasota Scottish Rite Club for our
Ceremony of Remembrance & Renewal at our April
meeting. They put on a wonderful performance and
I think everyone was as impressed as I was with
their exemplification of this beautiful ceremony.
It is at this time of the year that some of our
members will be leaving for the summer to visit
family and friends. We hope that you have a safe
trip and enjoy your time away from the Greater
Tampa area. We look forward to your return and
will be happy to see you back at the Valley and
participating in our events.

Coming Masonic Events
Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may
attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The
Executive Committee Meetings start at 4:30 p.m.,
Dinner time is 5:45 p.m. and regular meetings at
7:00 p.m. and cost is $10 unless otherwise noted.
Be sure to make your dinner reservations Thursday
prior to the Monday Meeting. Visit the Valley of
Tampa Website for the latest information on meetings and events.
May 9, 2022:
at John Darling Lodge No. 154, Dist. 19
4601 N Habana Ave., Tampa, FL 33614
Executive Committee Meeting
Dinner and Closed Meeting
June 13, 2022
at Clearwater Lodge No. 127, Dist. 18
705 S Hercules Ave., Clearwater, FL 33764
Annual Flag Day Program starts at 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at 5:45 p.m.

Office Relocation
Due to our vacating the Masonic Center, it is
necessary to move our Administrative Office to
another location. We have secured space in a nice
building that will serve as our office and storage
facility. The office will be located at 4515 George
Road, Suite 370 in Tampa. We are in the process of

having the telephones transferred to the new location along with internet service, etc., so we are
hoping that this move will be a smooth transition.
Scott and Trish will be in the office during normal
business hours (Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. 4:30 p.m.)

Meeting Locations and
Schedules for 2022-23
John Darling Lodge No. 154
4601 N. Habana Ave.,
Tampa, FL 33614.
Meeting dates: April 11, 2022
Aug. 8, 2022
Dec. 12, 2022
April 10, 2023
Sept. 11, 2023
Nov. 13, 2023.

May 9, 2022
Sept. 12, 2022
Jan. 9, 2023
May 8, 2023
Oct. 9, 2023

Clearwater Lodge No. 127
705 S. Hercules Ave.,
Clearwater, FL 33764.
Meeting dates: June 13, 2022

June 12, 2023

DeSoto Lodge No. 105
10801 DeSoto Rd.,
Riverview, FL 33578.
Meeting dates: July 11, 2022

Aug. 14, 2023

Nitram Lodge No. 188
4275 78th Street N.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33709.
Meeting dates: Nov. 14, 2022
Springs Lodge No. 378
5030 S. Memorial Dr.,
Homosassa, FL 33447.
Meeting dates: Feb. 13, 2023
Lake Wales Lodge No. 242
660 S. 9th St.,
Lake Wales, FL 33853.
Meeting dates: March 13, 2023
Sarasota Scottish Rite Building
240 S. Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, FL 34237
Meeting dates: Oct. 10, 2022

The Scottish Rite Foundation Helps Children
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New Temple
Project Update

Scottish Rite Clubs
Nature Coast Scottish Rite Club
Brooksville Elk's Lodge 2582
13383 County Line Road,
Spring Hill, FL 34609
Phone: (352) 678-1019
4th Wednesday every month at 6:00 p.m.
(Dark during November & December )

North Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
IHOP
30200 US Hwy. 19 N.,
Clearwater, FL 33761
Phone: (727) 937-2649
2nd Tuesday every month at 11:30 a.m.

Pinellas Scottish Rite Club
Denny’s Restaurant
4999 34th St. & 50th Ave., N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
(727) 475-9188 to make reservations
1st Friday of the Month at 10:00 a.m.

Sarasota Scottish Rite Club
Sahib Shriners - Sahara Room
(July location TBA)
600 N. Beneva Road,
Sarasota, FL 34232
2nd Friday every month at 11:30 a.m.
Scottish Rite Club Building
240 S. Tuttle Ave.,
Sarasota, FL 34237
1st Wednesday in Feb., April, Oct. & Nov. at 6:00 p.m.

Sun City Center Scottish Rite Club
Freedom Plaza Club
1010 American Eagle Blvd.,
Sun City Center, FL 33573
Phone: (813) 758-2787
3rd Monday every month at 11:30 a.m.
(Dark June, July, August & September)

Tampa Scottish Rite Club
Village Inn
215 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.,
Tampa, FL 33609
Phone: (813) 368-3878
4th Wednesday every month at 12:00 p.m.

by Chas Jordan, 32 KCCH,
Project Manager
As many, if not all, of
our brothers are aware,
we are undertaking the
construction of a new
facility to house the
Valley of Tampa Scottish
Rite for the next fifty
years. The current facility has served us well for
nearly that same amount of time, and now we plan
to sustain that quality for the next generation.
In October, the Valley voted to approve a development agreement with Onicx Development to
utilize the equity in the 9.9 acres of land the temple
currently sits on. The agreement calls for the development of multifamily homes on the riverfront of
the property and a new 25,000 square foot facility
on a 1.5 - 2 acre plot of land on the frontage of
Memorial Highway. This project equates to
$8,000,000 for the new facility and an additional
$2,700,000 in revenue to the Valley from the developer. Any funds not used out of the $8 million for
the new building will also be provided to the Valley.
This project began with the intent to begin design
of the new facility as well as the planning for the
full site (with the development) in January. However, at that time, our design professionals
Gresham-Smith respectfully informed us they could
no longer serve in that capacity. As such, Onicx has
had to seek out a new design professional firm to
assist us in this project. This process took most of
January, February and some of March, with interviews being held at the end of March and selection
occurring in early April. This has meant our project
has been pushed back awaiting these steps to be
taken in the process. It is now moving forward and
will resume its planned two-year design and construction timeline.

Tri-County Scottish Rite Club
Lake Wales Masonic Lodge No. 242
660 S. 9th St.,
Lake Wales, FL 33853
Phone: (863) 528-6191
4th Thursday Jan. Mar., May, July, Sept. Nov. at 7:00 p.m.

Support your Scottish Rite Club

Deadline for July/August Bulletin
June 6 - Contributor deadline
June 13 - Office contributor deadline
June 15 - Transmit print file to our printer
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In concurrence with the previous schedule, we
have also undertaken to begin the process of vacating and moving out of the existing temple. A temporary office location has been selected at the George
Road Business Park, not far from the current temple
for use by our General Secretary and Office Manager. There is also a significant warehouse space
included which will be used for the storage of
materials needing to be saved and used again from
the existing facility. This two-year lease went into
effect in April of this year.
Plans are now being executed for the successful
packing and moving of materials from various areas
of the temple in preparation of the project. Each
committee or area of the temple has been given the
ability to gather their materials in preparation of the
move, and the General Secretary has worked with
the Temple Association to hire a moving contractor
to move these materials efficiently and safely to the
temporary facility.
This will be a long and uphill process my brothers. As anyone in the Construction industry knows,
nothing is as simple as the plan says it will be. We
have already hit one speed bump; I am certain we
will hit another over the course of the next two
years. Please know that your Personal Representative, your Temple Association, and I (as their
Project Manager) have every intention of this
project concluding with a building that will make
every Scottish Rite Mason proud, here and beyond
the Valley.
If you have any questions, concerns, or thoughts
on the project, feel free to reach out to me at any
time.

Masonic Digest
by Casey A. Fletcher 33°
There is nothing like a good story. Stories entertain and relax us, or they challenge us. They can be
intense mysteries or imaginative fantasies. Sometimes stories are a comedy, sometimes a tragedy.
But they are always, in some way, instructive. We
learn as much from reading Aesop's fables as from
War and Peace. A well-told story beats a textbook
every time.
Freemasonry tells a good story, one about personal growth, self-reflection; about man’s pursuit of

his proper role in the world and his relationship
with other people and with Deity.
Think about it. Every degree is story. Each
involves a traveler on a quest, a journey. He is
searching for something or some place. Sometimes
the degree ends with a destination having been
reached, like when we ascend to the highest step of
the winding stairs. Sometimes it concludes when a
new, enlightening thought has entered our mind.
Sometimes a degree ends with some accomplishment or achievement, sometimes with a tragic
event.
But Freemasonry’s stories always end with a
lesson, some instruction. That instruction is often a
question, such as, what do I do now? Now that I
have completed a degree, how should my life
change, how should my conduct be modified?
(Sometimes the question is simply: what just happened to me? A lifetime can be spent trying to
figure out “what just happened to me” in the second
section of the Master Mason degree.)
The Scottish Rite continues the story (stories)
begun in the Symbolic Lodge. For example, the
Eighth Degree, Intendant of the Building, tells a
story about the selection of the successor(s) to
Hiram Abiff. We were left hanging at the end for
Master Mason. The Hiramic Legend doesn't tell us
anything about the Temple's completion or who
assumed leadership after our Grand Master was
gone.
The Eighth Degree continues the story started in
the Third Degree and in doing so offers some valuable things to think about. It includes ideas about
succession planning, leadership, teaching, the
importance of exemplary conduct, cultural continuity and even some suggestions about the proper
relationship of labor and management. The Eighth
Degree is another good Masonic story replete with
concepts and lessons to contemplate.
The degrees of the Symbolic Lodge tell a good
story. Those of the Scottish Rite make for good
sequels. Ah! We should see them regularly.
Editor’s Note: With all the change going on in
our Valley of Tampa, Brother Flecther’s story seems
to fit the time and place, “It includes ideas about
succession planning, leadership, teaching, the
importance of exemplary conduct, cultural continuity and even some suggestions about the proper
relationship of labor and management.”
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Member
Education &
Director of Work
by Casey A. Fletcher, 33°

Irony is a suitable characterization of our Masonic journey.
Every initiate begins
with the reasonable
expectation, reinforced
by the Fraternity, that
secret knowledge, a mystery or information long
hidden from the profane will be obtained. How ironic
it is to arrive at the milepost of the 3rd Degree only
to learn that the “secret” cannot be revealed because
it is lost. Not just simply misplaced in some dusty,
dark apartment beneath the ground within a small
wooden chest or coffer, but lost, “perhaps, forever
lost!” Answers had been sought and, ironically, only
symbols, allegories and metaphors were received.
This was not expected.
The irony continues. We must grapple with the
Lost Word. What is it? Really? Is it literally a word?
Or is it a state of mind, a process or some allusion
to an intellectual or spiritual condition? The Hiramic
Legend offers only the mythical explanation that it
was a word of recognition for the travelling Master
Mason’s economic benefit and convenience. This
explanation is easily dismissed by thoughtful Masons
and explicitly dismissed in the 13th Degree, Royal
Arch of Solomon. If it were literally so, i.e., merely
a word of recognition, knowing it would be but a
weak ending to an otherwise good story. It must
mean something, but the ritual does not tell us.
The discovery of the Lost Word is portrayed in the
order of the Holy Royal Arch Mason in York Rite
Masonry. Similarly, a Lost Word, True Word, and Real
Word are offered in the Scottish Rite’s 14th, 18th and
32nd Degrees, respectively. To conclude from any of
these rituals that, “oh, that is what the lost word is”
may induce us to become settled and satisfied, to
conclude we have the “secret.” If knowing such a
Word impedes our continual search, we may have
missed the point. If receiving the (a) Word seems to be
an end point or a final destination of our journey,
better it might be that it remains lost.
We commenced a journey to obtain a secret and
we come to learn that our journey is a metaphorical

one, a continuous one, a journey conducted with a
sense of duty and obligation. We know not our
destination. We learn only to keep searching.
How ironic. The irony is not without intent and
purpose.
_____________________
As we commence rotating our meetings around
the Valley for the next two years, we will endeavor
to continue to confer some of the shorter degrees.
We first need to determine logistics and understand
accommodations.

2022 Flag Day Program
at Clearwater Lodge No. 127
Tampa Scottish Rite will present our Annual Flag
Day Program on the evening of our Monday Meeting, June 13 in lieu of our Regular Open Meeting at
Clearwater Lodge No. 127, 705 S Hercules Ave.,
Clearwater, FL 33764
A meal will be served in the dining room at 5:45 p.m.
The cost is $10 per person as like at our regular
monthly meetings.
We are happy to have he National Sojourners
Heroes of ‘76 will present “The History of the
Flag.” The brothers makeing the presentation will
be Robert C. St. John, 32°, Charles R. Bailey, 32°,
and Tom Clark. The National Sojourners and membership is open to all Master Masons who are
veterans of the armed forces.
This program is open to all, family and friends
and we encourage you to invite Blue Lodge brethren, your neighbors and all who may wish to celebrate our flag.
Reservations are required for the meal.

Check your Dues Card
Brothers if you have not attended a Scottish Rite
meeting or activity lately, please take this moment
to verify that your dues card is current. You may
make payment online at www.tampascottishrite.org
or by calling the office at (813) 886-0578. We
accept Visa, Discover and Master Card. Purchases
at the Valley Emblem Shop may be paid with credit
or debit cards also.
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Prelate
by Richard A.
Vogt, 32° KCCH

Gen 1:1-4: In the
beginning, God created
the heavens and the
earth. 2The earth was
without form and void,
and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of
the waters. 3And God said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light
was good. ESV
As Masons, we are ever travelling East in search
of Light. Not that light that comes with the break of
day, but that eternal Light that illuminates the hearts
of all Masons. The Light that comes forth from God
Himself. Genesis continues in verse four that God
separated the light from the darkness. God abhors the
darkness, for in the darkness, all sorts of evil reside.
Evil cannot stand the light because it wants never to
be seen for what it really is—the opposite of God,
who is Light. In the light we can clearly see and,
perhaps more importantly, be seen. Our actions are
clearly discernible for all to see. Are we men of
morals and integrity? We are if we call ourselves
Masons. But do our actions match our words? Those
that can say yes to this are the real Masons.
Our search for Light usually involves some form
of Masonic Education, telling us who we are and
what we are supposed to stand for—an external
explanation from a learned Brother. Don’t get me
wrong, we need this type of education. But the
search for Light I am talking about is an internal
search for the Light of God. We say that as Masons
we make good men better. We don’t! We can help
provide the tools, but only the individual, with the
help of God, can make himself a better man. We
need to search for that internal light, the Spirit of
God, that dwells inside every man and let that Light
flow outward from us so that all may clearly see
what a good man is. The Light of God shining
through us so that there is no darkness.
Our search for light is a search for Wisdom,
Strength and Beauty. You may recognize these.

They are all gifts from God, who will give freely if
we just ask. But these things cannot be taught; they
must be discerned by looking inward and allowing
God to enlighten us. We will never be fully enlightened this side of heaven, but as Masons we have
obligated ourselves for a continual search for Light.
Continue the journey, my Brothers, and let your
light shine before all men. God Bless.

The Scottish Rite
Foundation of Florida
The Scottish Rite Foundation is managed by
Scottish Rite Masons, motivated by Masonic principles and administered with Masonic integrity. One
of the two missions of the Scottish Rite Foundation
is to support the many Scottish Rite Language
Disorder clinics located in major cities throughout
our beautiful State of Florida.
Mission #1 is to provide adequate funding for
our highly efficient and desperately needed clinics.
Our Foundation support consists of furnishing the
clinics with necessary funds to operate the facilities
and to hire and teach speech pathologists on staff.
With the scope of the foundation being statewide
and its diligent Board of Trustees, infused with
renewed spirit and vigor, there will be an everexpanding number of children being reached for
treatment in new clinics being opened.
Mission #2 is to provide additional clinics, as
they are required in the future. The persistent goal
of Florida Scottish Rite Masons, through the Foundation, is to ensure that no child in the area of
Florida, afflicted with a childhood language disorder goes without our help. It is important now that
the vital needs and top priorities for the contribution
of the program are in proper perspective for you.
Years ago, we overcame the uncertainties of this
huge, noble task. Learn more at: http://srfof.org/

Email Addresses
We want you to receive our regular communications, please make sure that the General Secretary's
office has your most current email address. Send updates to generalsecretary@tampascottishrite.org
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Tampa Scottish Rite Office
George Road Business Park
4515 George Road, Suite 370
Tampa, FL 33634
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In Memoriam
“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out
to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that
which drew from out the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell,
and after that the dark! And may there be no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’
from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear me far, I hope to see my Pilot
face to face when I have crossed the bar.” – Tennyson
John C. Fady, Jr.
3/3/2022 age 94
Seminole, FL

Richard A. Cade
2/2/2021 age 84
Palmetto, FL

Henry B. Smith, Jr.
12/6/2020 age 96
Tampa, FL

Arthur H. Wasserman
7/24/2021 age 96
St. Petersburg, FL

Sam A. Lazzara
2/4/2022 age 94
Tampa, FL

Virgil Reed
2/4/2022 age 85
Citrus Springs, FL

John R. Harden, Jr.
1/1/2022 age 93
Winter Haven, FL

McKinley C. Osborne
9/25/2021 age 85
Tampa, FL

Robert H. Foster
9/11/2021 age 84
Sun City Center, FL

