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 An open meeting will be held at Tampa Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 5500 Memorial Highway, 

Tampa, Florida, on Monday, September 9th at 7:00 p.m.  

 The Symbolic Degrees of Blue Lodge Masonry are the foundations and cornerstone on which all Ap-

pendant bodies, clubs and Masonic organizations are based. In recognition of the outstanding work done by 

the particular lodges, the Scottish Rite Valley of Tampa is sponsoring a Worshipful Master “Recognition 

Night.” All sitting Worshipful Masters will be individually recognized.  

 This will be an OPEN MEETING. Bring friends, family and Brothers of your Lodge to support these 

Worshipful Masters. Registration begins at 5:00 p.m. This recognition will begin at 7:00 p.m. 

 As usual, our monthly dinner will be served beginning at 5:30 p.m. and the price is $12.00.  The 

menu will be baked ziti, salad, desert, and drink.  Please allow us to accommodate you, your guests and 

members of your Lodge, by making reservations no later than Monday, September 2nd, by calling Trish at 

the Scottish Rite office, (813) 886-0578. 

With your help, we will make this a memorable evening for Your Worshipful Master. 

Worshipful Master Recognition Night 
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Administrative Assistant 

(813) 886-0578 
adminassistant@tampascottishrite.org 

Michael R. Pender, Jr., 33° 
Treasurer 

treasurer@srtampa.org 

Casey A. Fletcher, 33° 
Director of Work – Member Education 

dow@srtampa.org 

Richard Alan Vogt, 33° 
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My Brothers: 

Well, summer’s over and the kids are back in school. 

Our attendance is usually down during the summer, so hope-

fully the numbers will increase as we get into the fall 

months. I miss seeing the sidelines filled with lots of Scot-

tish Rite Brothers. 

This year we have moved our Worshipful Master and 

Masonic Youth Recognition Night from our November 

meeting to our September meeting. Since this is an open 

meeting, I encourage you to invite your Lodge Brothers to 

come that night to support their Worshipful Master and our 

Masonic Youth. 

On Saturday, October 19th, we will be holding our 

Fall Reunion, the last scheduled one-day reunion. Beginning 

with the Spring Reunion in 2025, we will return to our usual 

two-day Reunion schedule. 

Please remember to pay your 2025 dues and your 

2024 dues if they are still outstanding. If you find yourself in 

a financial bind, please contact the office. We have several 

brothers that have offered to provide funds for those brothers 

rather than allow you to become NPD. 

In closing, I look forward to seeing you at our upcom-

ing events. Please continue to support your Blue Lodge, the 

Valley of Tampa, and the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 

Rite. 
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Coming Masonic Events 

Please note ALL Scottish Rite Masons may 
attend the Executive Committee Meetings. The Exec-
utive Committee Meetings will now start at 5:00 p.m. 
with Dinner being served at 5:30 p.m. The cost for the 
Dinner will be $12 per person unless otherwise noted. 
Since we are currently using an outside caterer for our 
meals, It is very important that you make your res-
ervations no later than NOON on the Thursday 
before the Monday meeting so Brother Paul Ippolito 
has sufficient time to purchase the food for the Mon-
day night meeting. 

 Regular meetings will start at 7:00 p.m. un-
less otherwise noted. Visit the Valley of Tampa web-
site for the latest information on meetings and events.  

 September 9, 2024: 
Executive Committee Meeting (5:00 pm)

 Dinner (5:30 pm) 
Baked Ziti, Meatballs, 
Salad, and Dessert 
Sodas and Bottled Water 

Knights of St. Andrew Meeting (6:00 pm) 
Scottish Rite Guard Meeting (6:30 pm)

 Open Meeting  (7:00 pm) 
Worshipful Master & 
Masonic Youth 
Recognition Night 
 

 October 14, 2024: 
Executive Committee Meeting  (5:00 pm)

 Dinner:  (5:30 pm) 
Chicken Marsala 
Fettuccine Alfredo and Salad 
Dessert 
Sodas and Bottled Water 

Knights of St. Andrew Meeting  (6:00 pm) 
KCCH Organization Meeting (6:30 pm) 
Scottish Rite Guard Meeting  (6:30 pm) 

 Open Meeting  (7:00 pm) 
Feast of Tishri 

 

Brothers, the Tampa Scottish 

Rite now has an online peti-

tion! You can access the 

online petition by scanning 

the QR Code (below) with your smartphone's camera. 

The online petition saves time, it eliminates human 

input error, and feeds directly into our database, Sen-

tinel.  The QR code is especially helpful in that any 

Valley officers/members can have it on their phone or 

tablet and share with prospective candidates to scan 

and fill out, along with providing payment. So, the 

next time you're with a prospective candidate and 

don't have a paper petition with you, you can pull up 

this QR Code on your phone and have him scan it 

with his smartphone. 

 You can also get to the online petition from 

our website on the Become a Member page: 

https://tampascottishrite.org/members/become-a-member/ 

 

 

General 

Secretary 

Illustrious Scott McAlister, 33°  

Email Addresses 
We want you to receive our regular communications, 

please make sure that the General Secretary's office has 
your most current email address. Send up dates to 

generalsecretary@tampascottishrite.org  

Our reunion will be Saturday, October 19, 2024 
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Member Education & Director of Work 
Illustrious Casey A. Fletcher, 33°  

 “To the Greeks therefore, and not to the Romans, we are indebted 

for what is great, judicious and distinct in architecture.” This assertion is 

part of the Fellow Craft lecture’s instruction about the five orders. What 

should we make of it? Is it really that important to know the details and dif-

ferences of the five kinds of columns? 

 Two things (at least) come to mind. First, architecture - the building 

of columns, pilasters and Temples - is a metaphor. A metaphor asserting 

we’re here to build (our) character and improve ourselves so that we can be 

contributing members of society. We pick a column, study its structure and 

details, what it is and how it differs from the others. We can then think 

symbolically about what we’ve learned and apply it to our conduct and life. 

It is doubtful that our ancient brethren really thought it was important to 

know the literal difference between Doric and Ionic columns – perhaps our 

task is to examine their distinctions symbolically and discern differences in 

matters? 

 Secondly, what do we make of the contrast between the Greeks and 

Romans? We are indebted to the Romans for many things. Indeed, the 30th 

degree reminds us of their virtue, civic commitment, and virtu (ability and 

character). 

 Our ancient brethren may be reminding us that the foundation and 

history of western intellectual thought began with the Greeks. It is remarka-

ble that it is so. Greece is a small country; its economy was nothing special 

compared to say, the Pharaohs in Egypt. Other countries had good armies 

and navies, conducted trade, built equally monolithic structures; Greeks 

were no more nor less religiously inclined than any other people. Yet it was 

Greek culture that produced Pythagoras around the 6th century BCE, Par-

menides in the 5th and then Plato, Aristotle, and many others thereafter. 

The Greeks seemed to have “invented” philosophy -- the pursuit of wisdom. 

 We indeed have much to learn from the Romans, but the Greeks 

seemed to have been the first to make us to think, to encourage us, by ex-

ample, to learn, question, examine, contemplate and search for Truth.  

 Greek and Hellenic thought appears in many places in our ritual – 

our ancient brethren saw to that. Perhaps this one line in the Fellow Craft 

lecture indicates that our journey in search of Light and Wisdom begins 

with, and will call heavily upon, Greek thought and philosophy. We are in-

deed indebted to Greeks. 

  

 The Fall Reunion is October 19, 2024, during which the five manda-

tory degrees will be conferred. The tentative schedule is adjacent. 

Reunion Tentative Schedule 

7:30am 

Opening Ceremonies 

7:55am 

4th Degree 

Secret Master 

Followed by 

Member Education 

9:25am 

14th Degree 

Perfect Elu 

Class Photo & Lunch 

11:58am 

18th Degree 

Knight Rose Croix 

Followed by  

General Reports 

2:14pm 

30th Degree 

Knight Kadosh 

Followed by 

Member Education 

3:59pm 

32nd Degree 

Master of the 

Royal Secret 

5:24pm 

Consecration & 

Closing 
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DOES GOD ACTUALLY CARE FOR YOU? 

1 Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 

so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 

casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” 

 Because He cares for you, He wants you to be made in His image.  That means 
He wants you to be more like Him.  How can we do that?  We know, or we should 
know, that we are all sinful men.  We may not want to be that way, but we are.  Adam 
and Eve saw to that thousands of years ago.  When we exalt ourselves over other peo-
ple, that’s a sin.  When we think unkind thoughts about the guy that just cut us off in 
traffic, that’s a sin.  We were made in the image of God, but sin entered the world, and 
we have been under its power since we were born.  But there is good news; and that 
good news is the love, mercy, and grace of God.  We have a forgiving God who is 
merciful and understands our human weaknesses.  We have only to confess that we are sinful and ask 
His forgiveness.  Scripture tells us, if we do this, He will cast our sins away as far as the East is from the 
West.  Does this mean that we can commit a sin, ask forgiveness, receive it, and then go out and commit 
a sin again?  Rinse and Repeat?  You could, and God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins; but is 
this the life we really want?  It surely is not the life God wants for us. 

 How should we live to bring honor and glory to the Lord? 1 Peter 5 gives us a great clue.   

1 Peter 5:1-11, “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness to the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God 
that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being 
examples to the flock.  4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.  5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.  Clothe yourselves, all 
of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the hum-
ble’.  6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He 
may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.  8 Be sober-minded; 
be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to de-
vour.  9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experi-
enced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  10 And after you have suffered a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen, and establish you.  11 To Him be the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.”  

 God cares for us, and we are asked to care for each other.  In that way, His kingdom truly is on 
earth.  How does this apply to Masonry and Scottish Rite?  Remember your obligations.  Our promise to 
help and assist; Our promise never to wrong, cheat, or defraud, nor allow it to be done.  We, who have 
been around a long time, particularly in Masonry, owe it to our newer members to pass on all of the les-
sons we have learned over the years that they may become wiser.  Being a Mentor is a great way to do 
this, while ever remembering that humility is to be our base.  No one wants to be talked down to or 
shamed because they don’t know as much as we do.  If that is the case, it is our failure because we have 
not taken the time to educate them.  The elders in Masonry are the shepherds of those who came behind 
us.  And as all good shepherds do, they lead from the front.  They don’t push their flock along, but ra-
ther, they call them from the front and lead by example.  This is servant-leadership.  This is what we are 
all called to do.  This is the image of God.  And a servant-leader is foremost humble.  You cannot serve 
if your leadership style is dictatorial or monarchial.  You serve from a position of power, not to laud 
your power over anyone, but to help build up those who are coming behind you.  And to those not yet in 
a position of authority, be subject to those currently ahead of you.  Learn from them, the good and the 
bad.  Become wise so that when it becomes your turn you will act humbly and kindly to all.  The devil 
seeks a stronghold, don’t give him that opportunity.  Always remain faithful, and the God of grace will 
be faithful to you. 

Blessings to you all! 

Prelate  
Illustrious Richard A. Vogt, 33°  
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This publication acknowledges authority and yields allegiance to the  
Supreme Council A&A Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction of which  

Illustrious Richard G. Hoover, 33° is  
Sovereign Grand Inspector General  

in the Orient of Florida  

Scottish Rite Clubs 

 

North Pinellas 

IHOP 
40489 US 19N 

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
Phone: (727) 403-6511 

2nd Tuesday every month at 11:30 a.m.  
 

Pinellas Park 

Masonic Home of Florida 
3201 1st St. NE 

St. Petersburg, FL 33704 
Phone: (727)243-7355 

2nd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 a.m.  
 

Sarasota 

Sahib Shriners - Sahara Room 
(July location TBA) 

600 N. Beneva Road 
Sarasota, FL 34232 

2nd Friday every month at 11:30 a.m. 
Scottish Rite Club Building 

240 S. Tuttle Ave. 
Sarasota, FL 34237 

1st Wednesday in Feb., April, Oct. & Nov. at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Tampa 

Village Inn 
215 N. Dale Mabry Hwy. 

Tampa, FL 33609 
Phone: (813) 368-3878 

4th Wednesday every month at 12:00 p.m.  
 

Tri-County 

Lake Wales Masonic Lodge No. 242 
660 S. 9th St. 

Lake Wales, FL 33853 
Phone: (863) 528-6191 

4th Wed. Jan. Mar., May, July, Sept. Nov. at 7:00 p.m.  

September Monthly Meeting 

 Again this year we are continuing our Worship-
ful Master and Masonic Youth Appreciation Program, 
but at our September instead of our usual November 
meeting. At this meeting we will be honoring Masonic 
Youth Groups as well as the sitting Worshipful Masters 
of the fifty-nine (59) Lodges in the Valley of Tampa. 
We encourage you to attend and show your support for 
our youth groups and our hard-working Worshipful 
Masters. 

 Just as in the past, if you or your Lady were 
members of the Order of DeMolay, the International Or-
der of Rainbow for Girls or Job’s Daughters Internation-
al, you are encouraged to wear any regalia from those 
organizations to this meeting. 

The Feast of Tishri 

 On Monday, October 14th, the Valley of Tampa 
Scottish Rite Bodies, will have an open meeting during 
which we will have a presentation about the Feast of 
Tishri.  As of this writing I do not know who will be our 
speaker that night. 

 The book of Leviticus tells us that the Feast of 
Tishri (also known as the Feast of the Tabernacle and/or 
The Feast of Succoth) was started when God command-
ed Moses that, 

“… in the fifteenth day of the seventh month when ye 
shall have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep 
a feast unto the Lord seven days.” 

 Thus it was originally a harvest or gathering fes-
tival and a time to give thanks. This feast was still held 
in the time of King Solomon to the extent that he timed 
the dedication of the Temple to coincide with it. As 
Scottish Rite Masons, it is considered an obligatory ob-
servance under the Statutes of the Supreme Council, as a 
sharing of our fraternal spirit, and a reaffirmation of our 
dedication to the principles of the Scottish Rite. 

Our reunion will be Saturday, October 19, 2024 
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Daniel A. Allen, 32°  

02/04/24 age 85 

Land O’Lakes, FL 

 

Thomas R. Hitchcock, 32° KCCH 

06/27/23 age 69  

Hazel Hill, AL 

Coleman L. Hill, 33° 

07/28/24 age 85 

Seffner, FL 

 

Andres Lopez Morin, 32° 

07/04/24 age 71 

Tampa, FL 

In Memoriam 

“Sunset and evening star, and one clear call for me! And may there be no moaning of the bar, when I put out 

to sea, but such a tide as moving seems asleep, too full for sound and foam, when that which drew from out 

the boundless deep turns again home. Twilight and evening bell, and after that the dark! And may there be 

no sadness of farewell, when I embark; for tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place the flood may bear 

me far, I hope to see my Pilot face to face when I have crossed the bar.” – Tennyson  

Louis H. Ortt, 33° 

08/14/24 age 86 

Venice, FL 


